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Featured Friar: Charlotte Vahey '23

by Eileen Cooney ’23
News Staff
FEATURE

our speakers and socials, allowing young
female students to see what their futures
could look like in the business world.”
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Charlotte Vahey, a junior here at
Providence College, has been an actively
involved member of the campus
community in her three years here on
campus. Originally from Wellesley,
MA, she is an accounting major with a
women's and gender studies minor, and
she is in the 4+1 MBA program.
Upon her arrival at PC, Vahey knew
she wanted to get involved just like she
had in high school. Being a business major,
she took interest in the many business
clubs that are offered, joining Women in
Business, International Business Club,
and Delta Sigma Pi. When asked how she Vahey is involved in many business clubs on
decided she wanted to focus her attention campus.
in these specific areas, Vahey said it was
important to her that she was a part of
In addition to Women in Business,
clubs that spoke to her and her interests.
Vahey is also vice president of finance for
“I joined Women in Business and Delta Sigma Pi and the communications
went to every event because I genuinely director for the International Business
enjoyed the speakers and the girls on Club. Being a part of Delta Sigma Pi
the executive board,” Vahey says. This holds a deep meaning of pride for
inspired her to take on leadership roles Vahey because her grandfather was a
within the club. Her freshman year, she Delta Sigma Pi member during his time
interviewed to take on the freshman in college. As vice president of finance,
representative position, advancing her she ensures all of the chapter’s finances.
sophomore year to the treasurer position, While a daunting task, she expressed
and moving up the ranks even further gratitude for all of the leadership skills the
this year to take on the vice president role. position has granted her. Additionally, her
Her passion for the club stems from her interests in international business stem
deep alignment with its values. “I love the from a global marketing class she took in
message that this club sends because we high school, and has blossomed into her
promote female empowerment through continuation to want to learn about world

cultures and the greater global economy.
With all of the stress that comes with
being on the executive board of three
clubs and managing a full course load,
Vahey says that the Instagram stories and
marketing projects she works on as the
communications director for IBC serve as
her “creative outlet.”
Vahey’s impressive involvement on
campus and hard work ethic in all of
her challenging classes has surely paid
off. This past summer she worked as an
accounting intern for Ocular Therapeutix,
a biopharmaceutical company creating
innovative
and
transformative
technology. “I learned so much — not
only about the accounting industry, but
also about the pharmaceutical fields,
including research and development

“I love the message
that this club sends
because we promote female
empowerment through
our speakers and socials,
allowing young female
students to see what their
futures could look like in
the business world”

and clinical trials. Having an internship
outside of the Big Four or an accounting
firm offered me insight into possible
career options that I had never considered
before,” Vahey said. She plans to continue

working there over winter break.
While Vahey has certainly taken
advantage of all the opportunities the
business school has to offer her at PC, she
also has greatly explored the diverse liberal
arts offerings through her women’s and
gender studies minor. When asked how
she decided to declare a minor in this
field, she expressed her desire to explore
her interests outside of business. She says
that “as a business major, my classes are
quite limiting in terms of learning about
how the real world operates socially.
I chose women's and gender studies
in order to understand how gender
affects all aspects of people’s lives.” She
further expressed that “to acknowledge
and accept gender differences allows
people to understand how prevalent the
influence of gender affects our everyday
lives.” Vahey voiced that she wants to
use the skills she acquires in these classes
to be a better employee in the business
world, which is largely male-dominated
and to seek change, making all work
environments more accepting of all
people.
Looking ahead, Vahey is excited for
what her coming years at the College
have to offer her. By glancing at her long
list of accolades and activities, it is quite
evident she will be busy, but nonetheless
overwhelmingly rewarded. Vahey
hopes to work for an accounting firm
after she graduates in a few years, but
no matter where she ends up, she will
always be grateful for and take with
her the community, opportunities, and
experiences that PC has given her.

Seizing the Means of Humanitarianism Congress Updates
A Debate on Marx and Engels' Teachings
by Olivia Coletti ’24
News Staff
CAMPUS
On Friday, Nov. 5, in the Ruane Center for
Humanities, Dr. Robert Wyllie of Ashland
University and Dr. Daniel Mahoney of
Assumption College debated if Karl Marx was
a humanitarian. The formal question of this
public dispute was: Do the teachings of Marx
and Engels in "The Communist Manifesto"
advance a humane vision of individual and
social flourishing? Both Wyllie and Mahoney
had strong arguments. In taking the yea
position, Wyllie claimed Marx’s teachings did
advance a humane vision of individual and
social flourishing. Mahoney, however, took the
nay position, stating Marx was the opposite of
humane.
The tension was high as Mahoney claimed
Marx was a Machiavellian realist. He claimed
that Marx aimed for a metaphysical rebellion
against the human condition rather than the
humanitarian aim of social justice. Another
strong point was that Marx did not even believe
in politics and thought politics was nothing
more than something categorically determined
by underlying factors such as race, class, and
gender. He thought Marx viewed politics as a
separate realm of everything, which according
to Mahoney, is false.
Mahoney used a correlative example of how
the south has many impoverished rural areas
where political votes are primarily red. People
often question why they would vote against the
party that would be more apt to economically
benefit them. He uses this as a prime example
of how Marx is wrong in thinking politics does
not have factors other than economics. In the
rural South, factors such as race, prejudice,
and religious belief could play a huge role in
determining a vote. Thus, Mahoney doesn’t see
Marx as egalitarian, rather a dictator who views

people as masses who care only about money
and labor.
Wyllie combatted these claims by first
addressing
Mahoney’s
arguments.
His
overarching and most powerful point was that
Marx is most definitely a humanitarian because
his goals are based on empathy and compassion,
two major humane ideals. Wyllie claimed
because of Marx’s labor theory, philosophers
can evaluate the economic worth of something.
Marx thinks of labor as work and the art of the
romantic genius where you make the world you
live in. The Industrial Revolution alienates us
from our work and labor. Wyllie used a vivid
modern-day example to bring this to life. The
example was the company Amazon, where many
workers labor in unethical conditions and feel
disconnected from their work. On the consumer
side, we may be aware of the unethical practices
taking place in these factories and warehouses,
but we tend to ignore these conditions because
we are receiving cheap and accessible products.
Wyllie argues that Marx takes these conditions
into account and uses empathy to reflect on
humanitarian ideals accordingly.
Mahoney claimed Wyllie’s response did not
sound like Marx’s. Instead, it sounded more
like Rousseau’s regarding the weakening power
of the soul in a society that overvalues the
economy. Wyllie was flattered by this response
but still felt he represented Marx. This was the
climax in the debate that indeed determined the
outcome.
Votes were tallied, and although they
were marginally close, the audience favored
Mahoney’s nay position. The teachings of Marx
in this disputation did not advance a humane
vision of individual and social flourishing.
Although this was the outcome, it is tough to
deny that Marx’s ideas were based on a premise
of humane ideals. Compassion and equality are
things we could use more of in society.

by Caitlin Ariel ’24
Student Congress Representative
CAMPUS

On Nov. 2, Student Congress invited Peter Palumbo,
Director of Academic Advising, to speak and answer
questions. The first question asked was about whether
7:00 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. classes were a component of C
VID-19, and if those classes will continue to start that
early.
Palumbo explained that classes began that early
during the pandemic due to limited classroom space
and class sizes, and the transition back to “normal
schedules” is happening now.
Another member asked how students will have oneon-one meetings with advisors given the new transition
with advising. Palumbo highlighted that meetings with
academic advisors will become more meaningful.
Next, a member suggested that advising information
should be more accessible to the student body.
Another member said they have never met their
advisor, and they were curious about how that could
be changed. Palumbo said that moving away from the
current system, they are looking at ways to change the
advising process to make it less transactional.
A member then asked if there were ways to see future
class offerings. Palumbo answered that there is not a
way yet to view something like that. He recommended
that the student could try to use and reference the
degree audit for guidance.
Another member asked if Palumbo foresees any old
aspects of CyberFriar coming back. Palumbo answered
that nothing from the old system will be brought
back. He highlighted that it will take time, learning,
and training with the new system, and he is open to
feedback.
Finally, a member asked if Palumbo had any tips for
registration day. Palumbo recommended that students
save their favorite schedule, make sure they have a
good WiFi connection, and that they have several
backup schedules and courses.
Student Congress thanks Peter Palumbo for his time
and looks forward to having him again in the future.
There was no new legislation presented.
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Updates

Then. Now. Next.

PC Welcomes Members of the Class of 1973

by Caitlin Ariel ’24
Student Congress Representative

by Emma Strempfer ’24
News Staff

CAMPUS

CAMPUS

On Nov. 9, Student Congress
watched the #PCBreakTheSilence
Film on YouTube. After watching the
short film, a discussion took place
where members shared their thoughts.
Student
Congress
thanks
Catalina Betancur Velez ’23 and the
entire Awareness, Education and
Collaboration committee for sharing
this film with us and encourages the
Providence College student body to
watch the short film for themselves,
reflect, and act.
Following our discussion of the
film, one new piece of legislation
was introduced. The new piece of
legislation proposed the establishment
of a Pre-Physician's Assistant Society
at PC.
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On
Monday,
Nov.
8,
the
department of history and classics
celebrated the graduating class of
1973 at Providence College, the
first to include women. Students
of the history department invited
alums, Justice Maureen McKenna
Goldberg and Dr. Karen Holland, to
participate on a panel which was a
part of a larger series titled “Then.
Now. Next: 50 Years of Women at
Providence College”
Justice Goldberg sits on the Rhode
Island Supreme Court and Dr. Karen
Holland is an assistant professor
of history at PC, teaching courses
in both Development of Western
Civilization and early modern
European history.
Both Justice Goldberg and Dr.
Holland transferred from Salve
Regina University to PC as juniors
in 1971. They attribute their
educational and career successes to
the rigorous academic program and
the caliber of the professors at PC.
Missing her first two years as
a student at PC, Justice Goldberg
especially regrets that she was not
able to study in the DWC program.
Dr. Holland, describing herself as a
very serious student, mentioned that
in the first four years of coeducation
at PC, a sizable number of exceptional
female professors were added to the

English and DWC faculty.
When asked about ways in which
PC disappointed her, Dr. Holland
spoke up about an issue that still
elicits feelings of injustice today.
None of the women of the class of
1973 were able to graduate with
honors at commencement.
The
panel
discussion
was
backdropped by digital images
from the 1973 PC yearbook that set
the scene for the arrival of the first
women on campus. Both panelists
remember their attendance at PC as
a time of turbulence for the United
States and immense social change
sweeping across the nation. The
recent assassination of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., the pushback
against the war in Vietnam, the
Watergate Scandal, and the Kent
State shooting, meant that Justice
Goldberg and Dr. Holland did not feel
as if their attendance at the College
was the only groundbreaking event
of the decade.
Justice Goldberg opened the panel
event with a story that was the cause
of great amusement for the audience.
She remembers the opening of
Aquinas Hall to women in 1970 and
some of the structural changes made
to accommodate them. The copious
amount of urinals that littered walls
and bathrooms were replaced with
ironing boards. This good-hearted
attempt represented how the PC
administration was eager to welcome
women onto the campus, but had

to refocus the way they saw them.
The pamphlet, “When the Girls
Come,” written by Father Lennon
(O.P.) and distributed to the Class
of 1973 upon arrival, was mentioned
by Justice Goldberg as evidence
of this. Some administrators were
truly concerned about women
frequently crying to their professors
and
campus-wide
menstrual
cycles. Dr. Holland remembers that
professors continually addressed
the class as “gentlemen.” Though
not discouraged by this, she had to
announce herself with an “I’m here,
too.”
The
panel’s
student
hosts
concluded by asking for advice on
behalf of young women attending
PC today. Justice Goldberg said
that women should not veer away
from law. As a pillar of the legal
profession in Rhode Island, she says
that many women with whom she
works today graduated from the
College and she believes PC, with its
emphasis on liberal arts education,
to be an amazing place to start a
law career. Dr. Holland’s advice was
less specific but equally compelling
to the audience. She suggested that
any collegiate or career interest
should be given follow-through.
If a young woman is interested
in something, she must give it a
follow-through and seek out people
who can support her in it.

Students-Turned-Colleagues in HPM

PC Faculty Prioritize Empowering Healthcare Scholarship
by Sydney Olinger ’23
News Staff
CAMPUS
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Published in January of this year, Robert
Hackey and Todd Olszewski’s work, Today’s
Healthcare Issues: Democrats and Republicans,
explores the politics behind the COVID-19
pandemic and many other healthcare issues
the United States encountered over the last
two years. Though Hackey and Olszewski
are the listed authors, they worked with a
team of 12 Providence College students in
order to give students an opportunity to be
a part of an incredibly unique independent
study. Both Hackey and Olszewski are faculty
membershere at PC in the health policy and
management department.
The book was originally inspired by a
presentation given by ABC-CLIO, a publishing
company for academic reference works, who
stated that they were looking for someone to
write on health care issues from a bipartisan
perspective as part of a series entitled “Across
the Aisle.” They emphasized bipartisanship,
as they wanted to examine both Democrat and
Republican responses to the pandemic and
healthcare issues. The book not only covers
recent political issues regarding COVID-19
and healthcare, but it also looks into historical
perspectives and legislative evidence.
Though it can be observed that there has been
a particularly great divide between political
parties and their take on how the United
States should respond to the pandemic, the
divide over health care has been a much larger
ongoing issue. There is much discourse over
who should receive free healthcare, whether
free healthcare should even be offered, health
insurance, prescriptions, and more.
In this book, Hackey, Olszewski, and their
students unpack many of these issues and

bring to light both political viewpoints.
In a Zoom meeting with Hackey and
Olszewski, they presented a brief overview
of what the book would cover as well as
discussing the project’s journey. Olszewski
spoke about the challenges they overcame, in
addition to how monumental it was to have
students working on the research side of a
book that would soon be published.
“Without our students we couldn’t have

Twelve HPM students assisted in research related to the recentlypublished book.

done this and I think it’s a true testament to
our students that the chapters are as strong as
they are,” said Hackey.
One thing they emphasized, which was
an essential part of the group’s entire
process, was empowered scholarship. At the
beginning of group meetings, participants
would identify each person’s strengths and
weaknesses. This helped to determine where
each individual would be best suited for
research. They described each person on their
team as a piece of a puzzle who came together
to create something truly great. Though they
had a system to split participation, they still
encountered challenges along the way. One of
these was time. Students could not lower their
course load even while being in such a timeconsuming study while working over Zoom
throughout the pandemic.
Hackey and Olszewski spoke about the
large amount of time and effort that was put
into simply forming the chapters and in what
order they should go in. The chapters, as well
as making sure the book flowed, took a large
portion of time. They stated that they had to
ensure that all 12 student voices were heard
and included throughout the book, which was
certainly a challenge. Even through the trials
and tribulations of transforming research into
an academic chapter of a whole series, their
team powered through.
Hackey and Olszewski expressed extreme
gratitude to the students they worked with
and recounted how different yet amazing it
was to work alongside their students turned
colleagues.
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Facebook to Meta: A Cause for Concern
Why the Platform Change Could Mean Trouble

by Zach Rossi ’23
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY
It has been nearly three weeks
since Facebook announced that
their company name is changing
to “Meta.” While the move will
not affect Facebook as a social
media platform, the name change
is motivated by the company itself
and their hope for being the leading
force in establishing the metaverse,
a virtual reality in which users can
socialize through the use of avatars.
Upon
the
announcement,
Facebook’s
co-founder
Mark
Zuckerberg said his focus on a
future metaverse is molded around
attracting younger users to his
company’s services, believing that
this sort of virtual reality is to be “the
successor to the mobile internet.”
Early launches of the “experience”
have not included Facebook, but
other companies, such as Roblox
Corp. and Epic Games Inc., released
a virtual concert that users could
attend as avatars, which was
attended by millions. The initiative
taken by companies outside of
Facebook, as well as the large
amount of people using the content
in its beginning stages, indicates
that the metaverse is indeed the
future of the online realm.
With the early success of the
metaverse
product,
and
the
expectation that further developments
will make these sorts of virtual

events more lifelike for users, some created for themselves, they are left other “people” while interacting
cause for concern is warranted. A with a reality where everything is far with each other’s avatar, but in
reality these users are likely going
software like this becoming as vastly from perfect.
mainstream as using the internet on
There is no question that the to be sitting in their bedrooms
your iPhone would be detrimental metaverse will become mainstream alone instead of having legitimate
to normal human functions within in due time. A CNN poll recently human interaction. It has already
society. It would result in everyday showed that 76 percent of American been made clear that social media
people reverting to their virtual adults believe Facebook is making today is no substitute for actual
realms to connect with one another society worse, yet the vast majority of relationships, experiences, and
as modern-day society now does on people are still active on the platform. lived entertainment, so why
social media, a media experience If Facebook is already making society should we expect the metaverse
that is substantially less realistic worse, the metaverse will have far to be any better? Instead, we
than the metaverse, yet already more detrimental impacts on the way should expect the virtual reality
results in severe psychological society functions. In a society where experiment to be as dangerous as
damage for younger users.
the metaverse is as mainstream as it sounds. The metaverse should
As Zuckerberg has admitted, the social media today, people will be not be encouraged, but condemned
push towards the metaverse is to attending concerts with millions of in order to keep some sense of
normalcy in society.
draw in younger users; one can only
imagine the mental and emotional
damage a real-life virtual reality
will do to teenagers.
While the incredible advancement
of technological abilities is worth
celebrating and admiring, when
the advancements are being used
to society’s detriment rather than
benefit, consumers should not give
into the product no matter how
intriguing it may be. Facebook itself
has admitted, and outside sources
have confirmed, that their platform
is harmful to young people’s minds.
The damage that will be done to
young people by the embracement
of virtual reality will only make
their actual reality more miserable.
Within a virtual reality, people
will be able to tailor everything to
PHOTO COURTESY OF AXIOS
exactly how they want it, allowing
them to live through perfect With its transition to “Meta,” Facebook becomes an even more ubiquitous resource in our
experiences. Once people leave lives. Considering the problems that Facebook has already caused, this is certainly a cause
these perfect surroundings they for concern.

The Right to Register

The Politics of Registration at PC
by Joe Kulesza ’22
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS
Next to studying on a Friday night, waking up early
is a close second when considering rare events in a
typical college student’s life.
Very few things can get a college student out of bed,
and sometimes this does not even include the need to
go to class. If age is just a number, then so too is the time
on a clock, as college students are happy to disregard
the significance of certain numbers on their clock if they
happen to be followed by “A.M.”
But, as with every rule, there is an exception to this
consideration, and this exception manifests itself in the
form of class registration.
Having the potential to evoke feelings of hope,
exuberant joy, or despondent misery, class registration
is an emotional roller-coaster of an event occurring
biannually for every college student, and this event’s
ability to get college students out of bed is positively
unparalleled.
On no other day of the academic year do entire droves
of students wake up at the previously unthinkable hour
of 6:30 A.M., as they sit in front of their computers, login
to Cyberfriar, and frantically hit the refresh button in
the seconds leading up to registration.
In the moments following this process, students
await their fate for the next semester, as they will soon
find out how many of the classes they got into. Lucky
students will get all five classes, while the unfortunate
ones will be cast back to the schedule planning page,

where they feverishly search for empty seats in other
classes.
And for those students where fate has truly dealt
a fatal blow, an error message will appear, resulting
from an incorrect PIN, conflicting class schedules, or a
multitude of other issues.
Last week, every student in the senior class was a
victim of this registration horror, as error messages
were plastered over laptop screens.
Satire aside, this instance, while it was resolved
within a reasonable amount of time, begs questions
about the functionality of the registration process as
a whole. It seems ironic that colleges require students
to take certain courses, while they simultaneously use
systems which are not conducive to many students
registering for those courses.
In no type of successful economy does a situation
exist where suppliers consistently advertise a service,
only to later fall short in accommodating that service’s
demand. Economies that do not result in the proper
allocation of goods are considered failed systems,
and it does not seem to be a stretch extrapolating
this understanding to the registration system which
consistently results in students not getting classes they
need to take.
A failed registration system not only hurts students,
but hurts the College as well. Students who do not get
the courses they need, or the courses they want, end
up defaulting to enroll in courses in which they have
no desire. A lack of interest in course work inevitably
results in a lack of effort on the student’s behalf.
Winston Churchill famously said that democracy is
the worst form of government, except for all the others,

and perhaps if he were a student at PC, he would say
something similar about the registration system.
It is unfair to say that PC’s registration system is a
total failure, as this system has reasonably allowed
students to take the majority of the classes they need
over their time spent on this campus, granted there are
frequent issues.
But even with taking this under consideration,
registration is part of a $70,000 service that students are
paying for, and in relation to price, registration at PC
is like manual roll up windows on a luxury sports car.
If colleges are going to continue raising tuition at
rates which have been consistently twice as high as
concurrent inflation rates, then it is not unreasonable
for students to be frustrated when they do not get into
required classes for which they pay tuition.
Like democracy, course registration is not perfect,
but this is not sufficient reason to be complacent about
changing it.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CYBERFRIAR

The Log-In Screen was about as far as seniors could get
during their registration last Friday. Students faced several
errors.
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OPINION

by Nicole Patano ’22
Editor-in-Chief
EDITOR’S COLUMN
Next Thursday, instead of picking
up their copies of The Cowl fresh
off the press, Providence College

students will be picking up forks to
eat turkey and pumpkin pie fresh out
of the oven.
Thanksgiving is the one day of the
year that we are given time for the
explicit purpose of meditating on our
relationships to the people and things
in our life. During the semester, we
are often too busy to take stock of all
we are grateful for. As much as we
may want to show our appreciation
for our friends, professors, and
family, we may not have the time,
money, or mental capacity to do so.
When
we
go
home
for
Thanksgiving, then, we have the
opportunity and the responsibility
to express our gratitude for those
people and things who have
positively impacted us. Whether we
do this at the dining room table with
our families, in a journal, or through
meditative exercises, Thanksgiving
Day is typically spent listing our
blessings. Often, however, we forget
to thank one of the most important
people in our lives: ourselves.
It has been no easy feat getting
through the COVID-19 pandemic and

TAN GENTS

readjusting to life as “normal.” Be
grateful to yourself for having made
it this far. Whether you coasted along
or barely made it across the finish
line, you made it, and you deserve
to celebrate that. No one is expecting
you to be working two jobs or to
already have your future figured out;
getting out of bed in the morning is
an accomplishment.
Aisha Beau, a self-care blogger,
insists that even though the practice
may be awkward, “reflecting on
what you’ve accomplished and how
wonderful you are should become as
common as an inhale, and exhale.”
Self-gratitude can be one of the best
forms of self-care. Take time for
yourself on Thanksgiving, away from
your obligations and work.
We often feel that what we are doing
at school or in our relationships is not
enough. However, you are definitely
doing better than you think. Remind
yourself on Thanksgiving that you
are doing what you can, no matter
how insignificant it may feel. This
year, make sure to express gratitude
for yourself and all of the incredible
things you have to offer.

& TIRADES

Veterans Day Should
Not Be Business as Usual

Astro-Nomical
Tragedy

Business Majors Are Not
the Only Students at PC

Enjoying a day of relaxation is not a
tragedy. After multiple five-day weeks
in a row, Providence College students
are exhausted and feeling anxious about
finishing homework and studying for
exams. Since Veterans Day is a federal
holiday, many people in the Providence
area do not report to work. A one-day
vacation from classes would not result
in a learning deficiency. In fact, having
Veterans Day off could have the opposite
effect. Additionally, by ignoring the
federal holiday, PC prevents students
from honoring and serving veterans in the
community.
After midterms, students often need
time to find their homework routine again.
A day during the week without classes
gives students the chance to complete
assignments while taking time for self-care.
Cutting down on instructional time seems
counterintuitive; however, if students
feel overwhelmed, they will not learn
effectively. Time spent in classes is more
productive once students are relaxed. In
addition, professors could utilize the extra
time on Veterans Day to grade exams,
alleviating much of the anxiety that lingers
after midterms. Having the College close
on Veterans Day would encourage and
support learning, despite giving up time
in class.
By taking off Veterans Day, students at
the College would have the opportunity
to organize Veterans Day events, service
projects, and memorials. Events on
campus could help students learn about
the sacrifices veterans make for the
community. The College could invite
alumni who served in the military back
to campus as a sign of gratitude. Veterans
in the Providence area would certainly
appreciate Providence students reaching
out to them.
Clearly, changing the academic
calendar offers benefits to all members of
the PC family, including students, staff,
and alumni.
—Christina Charie ’25

The last thing people could have
imagined at Travis Scott’s Astroworld
concert in Houston, TX on Friday, Nov.
5 was the death of nine people and
the hospitalization of hundreds more.
Injuries resulted after concert goers at
the 50,000-person music festival stormed
towards the stage when Scott came on.
People were pushed and trampled while
others sustained more serious injuries,
some treated for cardiac arrest.
The tragedy is attributed to a systematic
breakdown. In the 59-page operations
plan for the event, only the concert and
executive producers had the ability to
stop the concert. It also did not have an
emergency plan in place to deal with
such a situation despite something similar
occurring at Astroworld in 2019. The plan
only contained a warning about avoiding
a potential “civil disturbance/riot.” The
safety measures at the event are currently
under investigation to determine who is
at fault. Hundreds of concertgoers have
already hired attorneys in lawsuits against
Scott and Live Nation for their bodily
injuries that occurred as a direct result of
the encouraged violence and lack of safety
precautions at the venue.
While Scott may have been unaware
of the situation while performing, his
prior safety violations, as well as his
and Drake’s actions after the tragedy,
that resulted in the death of nine people
between the ages of fourteen to twentyseven are reprehensible. The “concern”
both performers show on social media
seems to be only to protect their images
and minimize lawsuits. It was their actions
that night, at Dave & Busters and a strip
club, that say more about their care for
their fans than the obligatory Instagram
apologies try to express. No one should
die at a concert. Scott should cancel the rest
of his Astroworld Tour and spend time
figuring out how he can ensure his team’s
and his own failures never result in the
loss of another fan’s life. In the meantime,
stop listening to Travis on Spotify and
listen to Taylor Swift’s new releases.

There is no doubt that Providence College
has an extremely successful business school.
Most PC students are business majors,
so obviously, they need support from the
Career Center, networking events, etc.
However, there are a lot of other majors
at PC that deserve the same support
considering all undergraduate students
pay tuition to attend PC and utilize
their resources. This is a major point of
discrepancy in PC’s student support system,
particularly when it comes to mentorship in
applying for internships, jobs, and higher
education.
When looking for internships using PC’s
Slavin 108 network, the “past internship
list” includes about 30 possible places to
intern for each business major and only
five-10 for other majors. The Slavin 108
system is entirely geared towards becoming
a corporate businessperson, so much so
that when an undergraduate, non-business
major asks for guidance, the system fails to
foster.
There is a real lack of knowledge within
the network of what humanities majors can
accomplish and how to assist them, which
seems incredibly convoluted considering
PC prides itself on its liberal arts education
and was founded on a strong belief in the
humanities.
Thankfully, many professors in these nonbusiness major departments are incredibly
helpful in job searches, internships, etc.
However, that is out of their expectation as a
professor. While most are happy to connect
students to their connections, other faculty,
and more, it often feels like putting more
work on an already extremely busy plate.
Overall, PC simply needs to do more and
better support its non-business majors. Not
only should they have mentors in Slavin 108
for all majors, but they should also provide
career expos with more than just businessfocused jobs and graduate work. While
there are some, it truly is not enough.

		

—Sydney Gayton ’23

—Olivia Bretzman ’22
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Our Staff’s Silly, Sappy, and Serious Responses to the Question:

What Are You Thankful for?
I’m thankful for Red (Taylor’s Version), the fact
that we finally have a Spider-Man: No Way Home
trailer, and the wonderful people of The Cowl <3
- Madison Palmieri ’22

I’m thankful for cold weather, oat milk lattes,
Red (Taylor’s Version), and my wonderful family
and friends.
- Maura Campbell ’22

I’m thankful for Cowl Wednesdays and the
fact that I’ve had a home with The Cowl for my
entire time at PC. I’m also thankful for “All
Too Well (Ten Minute Version) (Taylor’s
Version) (From The Vault).” And, most of
all, I’m thankful for pesto focaccia.
- Julia McCoy ’22

I am thankful for Maura because she’s sitting
next to me, and I feel pressured.
-Grace Sherlog ’22

Much like the rest of our staff, I am
thankful for Taylor Swift, my wonderful
friends, and my incredible family back
home. And, of course, I thank the
stars every single day for the beautiful
humans I have met through The Cowl. I
could not have asked for a better group to
spend Wednesdays with, and love each and every
one of them with my entire heart.
- Colleen Joyce ’22

I’m thankful for all of the amazing
people that I have grown close with here
at PC and all of the fun that we’ve gotten to
have together this semester. I’m also thankful for
my wonderful family and friends that I get to go
home to.
- Sarah McLaughlin ’23
I’m thankful for those who serve our country.
Thank you for your service and God bless you all.
- Leo Hainline ’22
I am thankful for and completely indebted to
The Cowl staff, without whom the paper would
not get published every week. And for Dean
Sears for his unwavering support for our humble
newspaper and positive words. Finally, I am
thankful for Thanksgiving! It truly is the happiest
time of the year!
- Nicole Patano ’22

I am thankful for the COVID-19 vaccine that
allows me to gather with my extended family at
Thanksgiving this year!
- Grace Maffucci ’22

I’m thankful for professors who are
understanding and kind, who recognize the needs
and stresses of students, especially at this time of
year. I’m also thankful for 86 years of The Cowl.
Yay free press!
- Halle Beranek ’24

I am thankful for the beauty of the changing
leaves this past month, implying the impending
snowstorms to ensue, and the upcoming holiday
season, in which I can spend time with my family.
I am equally as grateful, however, for the friends
I have made at PC; those who continue to support
my academic passions, including writing for The
Cowl, and who continue to amaze me everyday
with their own accomplishments. I’m also rather
thankful for coffee. :)
- Addison Wakelin ’22

I am thankful for the loving family that I get to
go home to during Thanksgiving. I am thankful
for the colder weather and the chance to receive
an amazing education from professors who truly
care about their students!
- Tessa Leiner ’24
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WDOM’s Karaoke Event Provides a Night of Entertainment
Laughter Abounds as PC Students Show Off Their Musical Talents
by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor
ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
On Saturday, Nov. 6, WDOM hosted a
karaoke night in the legendary McPhail’s student
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entertainment center at Providence College.
Considering there were several events going on that
night, particularly the men’s hockey game against
University of Massachusetts Amherst, karaoke night
was projected to be small but lively. However, by the
end of the night, McPhail’s was packed. Originally,
the event was only supposed to go from 7-9 p.m.,
but due to the constant stream of people entering
McPhail’s to either watch or participate, it went
later, a development that nobody seemed to mind.
Starting off the night were Caitlyn Mitchell ’24 and
Anna Carlson ’24, who performed “Valerie” by Amy
Winehouse. The song was a crowd-pleaser and helped
set the tone for the night. Following this was Alex
Sateriale ’24, who shocked everyone in attendance
by rapping along to Eminem’s “Lose Yourself.”
Sateriale was remarkably on point throughout, and
his performance earned a very warm reception.
As the night progressed, the acts continued to
entertain. Colin Prancl ’24 and Jack Wright ’24
belted out “Drops Of Jupiter” by Train, which
had many in the audience laughing. Father Justin
Bolger went up and sang along to “Takin’ Care Of
Business” by Bachman Turner Overdrive, which
garnered a particularly appreciative response from
those in Peer Ministry. Another act that hyped
up the crowd was Jason Sgroi ’24, who took the
stage to perform “Whatcha Say” by Jason Derulo.
Something of note was the number of Taylor
Swift songs performed at the karaoke night. Perhaps
inspired by the hype for the then-upcoming release
of Red (Taylor’s Version), or simply a result of PC
students’ love for all things Swift, there were
approximately five songs from her discography

performed throughout the night. These performances
were less about entertainment and more about the
emotion and nostalgia that the songs held. Each
rendition earned a positive reaction from the crowd.
However, the performance that arguably
had the most people talking was by Brendan
Downey, a high school student and prospective
Friar. He sang “99 Luftballons” by German band
Nena. The twist was that he chose to work with the
original German version, not the English translation.
Surprisingly, his German was quite good, as was his
ability to hype up the crowd. His dance moves, which
only added to the comical absurdity of the situation,
had people in hysterics. Downey would go up twice
more throughout the night, once to sing “Blue (Da
Be Dee)” by Eiffel 65 with yours truly, then once to
perform “Steady As She Goes” by The Raconteurs
with myself, Mitchell, and Adri Migliore ’24.
As the night drew to a close, the members of
the WDOM executive board who were present
went up and performed the forever classic “Don’t
Stop Believing” by Journey. It was a touching
moment even if it was also somewhat funny; there
were only three mics available, meaning several
people simply had to shout the lyrics over the
prerecorded track. The true finale, however, was
“Closing Time” by Semisonic, performed by Ryan
Peduto ’25. During this song, people hopped onto
the stage and sang along, joined arm in arm. And,
with that, WDOM’s karaoke night concluded.
The reaction to the event was so positive that
people were demanding a second night, so be
sure to follow WDOM on Instagram and keep an
eye out for another karaoke night next semester.

Tragedy at Travis Scott’s Astroworld Festival
How a Night of Fun Turned Into One of Terror

by Nikki Idelson ’22
A&E Staff
MUSIC

On Nov. 5, Travis Scott’s Astroworld
concert quickly turned from fun to
tragedy. The crowd pushed towards
the stage as a rowdy mosh pit, leaving
hundreds injured and a few dead.
Scott, a native of Houston, TX,
has become one of the most popular
artists in recent years. He is most wellknown for his hit album, Astroworld,
which was released in 2018. The
Wall Street Journal notes that Scott
“has a history of encouraging
raucous behavior at shows.” His
incitement of such behavior was
no different at his Nov. 5 concert.
In a now-deleted Tweet, prior to the
beginning of this performance, Scott
wrote, “we still sneaking the wild ones.
!!!!!” This Tweet encouraged thousands
of people to storm the concert venue,
which lacked proper security, and
to easily gain entry without tickets.
According to The Wall Street
Journal, the deadly surge of the
crowd began at approximately 9:38
P.M. People began to rush toward the
stage, with many concertgoers falling
and being trampled over. At this

time, the crowd was estimated to have
grown to about 50,000 individuals.
A few hundred people were taken
to the hospital to be treated. NPR
reports that nine people have died
so far, with several others still in the
hospital. Those who lost their lives
ranged from 14 to 27 years old. The
fact that all of the individuals who
died were fairly young is devastating.
Many blame Scott himself for the
tragedy, accusing him of encouraging
the reckless behavior that resulted in
injury and loss of life. According to
The Wall Street Journal, prior to the
concert, Houston’s police chief “said
that he had asked Mr. Scott’s team to
work with the police and watch their
social media messaging.” Evidently,
with Scott encouraging fans to sneak
into the concert and storm up to the
front of the stage, this did not occur.
Scott has also been blamed by many
for not stopping the concert when
he became aware that people were
becoming injured. Although, as The
Wall Street Journal reports, “he paused
the show on multiple occasions when
he thought someone in the crowd was
in distress, moves they say pointed out
the issues to security.” Some believe
that Scott should have ended the
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The Astroworld concert on Nov. 5, before the event turned deadly.
show when he realized that several crowd as people rushed towards the
people were being injured; however, front of the stage. Scott released an
as The Wall Street Journal explains, apology video in which he said that his
city officials “didn’t want to end the team will be working closely with the
show immediately out of concern that Houston police and fire departments to
such a move could spark a riot among figure out exactly what occurred, as the
Mr. Scott’s young, boisterous fans.” question remains as to whether there
Scott has since stated that he was was another factor, such as drugs laced
unaware of what was happening at with fentanyl being spread among
first, which is why he continued with fans, that contributed to the tragedy.
Across the nation, thoughts
his performance. However, some have
found this hard to believe as it was and prayers are going out to all of
difficult not to see the surge in the the families that lost loved ones.
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Maid Shines a Light on Domestic Violence
The Netflix Drama’s Authenticity and Hopeful Message
by Talia Rueda ’23
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
Maid was released on Netflix on Oct. 1 and has since
claimed its place on Netflix’s “Top 10 in the US” list.
While the show offers a multitude of
heartwarming moments between protagonist Alex
and her 3-year-old daughter, Maddy, this motherdaughter relationship also proves to be life-saving.
At one point, 23-year-old Alex is shown escaping
her abusive boyfriend, Sean, in the middle of the
night, hours after she finished picking glass out of
her daughter’s hair from his usual drunken outrage.
Maddy being put in danger is the final straw
for Alex. She leaves the comfort of her home and
the little money she has in order to protect her
daughter. However, while Alex knows she has to
take action to protect Maddy, she is not initially
aware of what Sean had been doing to her. It is not
until she is homeless with nowhere to go and reaches
out for housing assistance that she recognizes that
she qualifies to live in a domestic violence shelter.
“I would hate to take a spot from someone
that has been actually abused,” she says as she
is offered the shelter’s phone number. It is clear
that Alex is not aware of what emotional abuse
is; she believes abuse can only be physical, and
that the people she would not want to take a spot
from people who have bruises all over their body.
This lack of education regarding emotional abuse
comes up several times within the show. For instance,
the court denies that there is evidence that Alex’s
boyfriend abused her because she has an unmarked
body. Also, Alex’s dad sees Sean verbally force her to
sit down and eat dinner when she is not hungry, but
when Alex asks her dad to testify for proof of abuse,
he insists that this instance was just “a young couple
going through a rough patch.” The show clearly

works to inform its audience of what emotional
abuse is, while simultaneously examining the ways
in which the concept of abuse can be misconstrued.
Other scenes detail the less-obvious tactics
emotional abusers use. Sean controls Alex in a subtle
and isolating way. He wants Alex to be under his
roof. He gives her car away and refuses to change
his work schedule, making it impossible for her to
get a job and gain monetary independence. Alex falls
subject to Sean in all of these ways, working tirelessly
for the comfortability and normality of being with the
father of her daughter in their own home, making it
an incredibly accurate portrayal of emotional abuse.
In one of the first episodes of the series, the
owner of the domestic violence shelter informs
Alex that women may return to their abuser up

to seven times. Maid does an astounding job of
showcasing this somber fact when Alex returns
home to Sean out of desperation, but also with the
hope that he will change. Alex’s desire for him to
change is ultimately less powerful than her goal of
making a better life for her daughter, one without
glass thrown across the kitchen or drunk outbursts.
Alex’s story ends more happily than many
domestic abuse cases do, but there is nonetheless
a commonality between her story and those of real
women regarding the relationship between mothers
and their children. These women do not often escape
abuse for themselves, but for their sons and daughters.
In the hardest moments of both Alex and Maddy’s
lives, their mother-daughter relationship proves to
save both of their spirits, and seemingly, their lives.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOSAIC FAMILY SERVICES

Album Review: Ed Sheeran’s “=”

The British Superstar is Back and “Ed”-er Than Ever
by Grace Whitman ’22
A&E Staff

MUSIC
Ed Sheeran’s album “=” was
released on Oct. 29 and showcases
a new chapter in the British singer’s
life. Sheeran has always been a poetic
storyteller, and this album clearly
shows how he has matured as a person.
Amid COVID-19, his wife Cherry
Seaborn gave birth to their daughter
Lyra and the new father stepped away
from music and the spotlight for over
a year. He also went dark on social
media. While the emotional growth he
experienced during this time is certainly
evident on “=,” his musical growth is
not as clear. Indeed, the record’s tracks
consistently have a predictable sound.
“=” is Sheeran’s fourth album with
a mathematical symbol as a title,
following “+,” “x,” and “÷”. With
themes of marriage and parenthood
consistent throughout, one may
interpret the title “=” to be a nod to
how Sheeran feels content and at
peace with the place he is at in his life.
The album starts with a reflective
song, “Tides,” on which Sheeran shares
how his perspective on life has changed.
He sings, “I have grown up, I am a
father now/Everything has changed
but I am still the same somehow.” With
the use of tides as a metaphor for the
changes that have occurred in his life,

this song sets the tone for the rest of
the album and would be the perfect
song to open up a stadium concert.
The singles from the album are
“Bad Habits,” “Shivers,” and “Visiting
Hours.” “Bad Habits” is one of the
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most popular songs on the radio
right now, but its sound is extremely
predictable and seems to have been
meticulously crafted to be a radio
song. Notably, with regard to both
the lyrical content and sound of the

song, “Shivers” is very similar to
“Bad Habits,” evidencing Sheeran’s
lack of musical growth on “=.”
Nonetheless, Sheeran is still
arguably one of the greatest
songwriters of the generation. Some of
his most beloved songs are emotional
ballads that are not released solely for
radio streams. For instance, “Visiting
Hours,” a tearjerker like “Supermarket
Flowers” from his album “÷,” was
written as a way to grieve after the
death of his close musical mentor
Michael Gudinski. The built harmony
within the song reveals the magnitude
of pain Sheeran experienced in the
aftermath of Gudinski’s death and
the lyrics express his desperate wish
for heaven to have visiting hours.
Other notable tracks off the album
include “Overpass Graffiti,” a song
about an old love that, like graffiti,
will never fade, and “2step,” a hiphop track similar to several songs
from his No.6 Collaboration Project
that includes several rap verses.
Overall, throughout “=,” Sheeran
reflects on becoming a husband and
a father and experiencing loss. As
made apparent through both his lyrics
and the emotion conveyed through
his voice, this album is an altogether
cohesive project that gives fans a
deeper glimpse into Sheeran’s life.
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Book Review: The Vanishing Half
A Compelling Tale of Identity and Sisterhood
by Tully Mahoney ’23
A&E Staff
LITERATURE
It should come as no surprise that The Vanishing
Half by Brit Bennett won the Goodreads Choice
Awards for the best historical fiction novel of
2020 and was immediately picked up by HBO
to be made into a limited series. This novel is
wonderfully intricate and beautifully written.
The characters lift off the page and are bound into
a beautiful story that illuminates themes of race,
formation of identity, recurrence, and progress.
This novel highlights a set of twins, the Vignes
sisters, from Mallard, LA. Mallard is a southern
community that is “obsessed with lightness.”
Although the entire community is populated by
Black people, its members are consumed with
the idea of being light because of internalized
oppression. Indeed, the people of Mallard
grapple with forming a single identity: they
desire lightness, yet unequivocally identify with
their blackness. For Desiree and Stella Vignes,
this small town’s value of lightness is incredibly
suffocating, especially after witnessing the death of
their father as children: “[they] didn’t hate Mallard
as much as [they] felt trapped by its smallness.”
When the sisters finally summon the courage to
escape the confines of the town, they flee Mallard to
New Orleans in the middle of the night, planning
to never return. They had spent their entire lives
together, and always expected to. However, Desiree is
unaware of her sister’s plan for her future—when the
pair arrives in New Orleans, Stella uses the light color
of her skin to pass as white, which ultimately forces
her to choose between one life, the one she shares
with her sister, and a new, “white” life. One fateful
day, Stella makes her choice, packing up everything
from her shared apartment with Desiree and setting
out for her new life as a white-passing person.
Creating a new life is not too difficult for Stella, for

“she was always inventing her life.” Rather, the true
loss appears in Desiree’s deep yearning to revitalize
a piece of herself that only lives in her twin sister.
Bennett binds together two generational stories,
following the points of view of Stella, Desiree, and
their daughters to create a well-rounded, complex
storyline that is perfectly curated. This author has a
great ability to make scenes come alive, so that readers
can truly visualize each aspect of the story. For instance,
the line, “her skin the color of sand barely wet,” is
incredibly unique and creates a powerful visual.
For this reader, the beginning third of this novel
felt a little too slow, although crucial in order for the
rest of the novel to be as captivating as it truly is.
The Vanishing Half is incredibly thought-provoking,
as it explores a struggle with identity that persists
across multiple generations even as the politics
of each generation change. Bennett’s attention to
this matter highlights how identity crises follow
political turmoil and internalized oppression.
Despite its slow start, there is truly nothing
about this novel that readers will not love. The
Vanishing Half deserves an undoubtable 5/5 stars.
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The cover art for The Vanishing Half, left, and author Brit Bennet, right.

Book Review: Will Smith’s Will
The Actor Shares Personal Struggles and Growth
by Grace O’Connor ’22
A&E Staff
LITERATURE
Actor Will Smith has released a new memoir
highlighting his resilience and strength, offering
hope for those facing similar struggles. Known for
bringing smiles to his fans through his often blunt
comedy, Smith’s career began in the 1990s with the
television show The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. From
there, he found success starring in movies such
as the Men in Black films, Independence Day, and I
Am Legend. He currently plays the father of tennis
stars Venus and Serena Williams in King Richard.
Smith’s memoir goes in depth about instances
of trauma he experienced as a child and how
he has since grown from them. As he explained
to NPR, “Those difficulties and those traumas
and the mental anguish that I had to overcome
was a big part of me growing into the person I
am today, and I love my life. I’m happier than
I have ever been. And it is largely based on the
perception of myself that I can survive anything.”
Smith also details his relationship with his father
in the memoir, discussing how he always looked
up to him. According to NPR, Smith describes his
father as “one of the greatest men I’ve ever known,”
and expresses that “my father was brilliant. My
father was wise, and not unlike other little boys,
my father was the Superman image in my mind.”
However, these many great qualities Smith felt
his father had were tainted by the abuse that Will
and his mother experienced at his father’s hands.
Although Smith does not shy away from discussing
instances in which his father abused his mother, he
also notes the guilt he feels in doing so as he knows
that it paints his father in a bad light. He thus takes
care to additionally focus on how his dad was a
great teacher and upheld his duties to his family.

PHOTO COURTESY OFDEADLINE

Will Smith poses with his new, self-titled memoir.

Another aspect of his life Smith discusses in the
memoir is his mental health experience as a child.
Entertainment Tonight explains how Smith “reveals
that he thought about killing himself twice in his life,
with the first time being when his mother left his
father” in response to her husband’s abusive behavior
when Smith was 13. In his memoir, Smith not only
reflects on how his mother leaving the household
spurred a downward spiral in his mental health, but
also examines how he found himself projecting this
troubled aspect of his past onto his own relationships
with women. He was concerned that he was hurting
them the same way his father hurt women. It took
many years for Smith to acknowledge this behavior
and to grow from it rather than perpetuate it.
Needless to say, Smith’s memoir is eye-opening,
bringing to light the importance of reflecting on one’s
past in order to bring about a healthier future. Smith’s
transparency is refreshing, and his desire to help
others by sharing his own experiences is praiseworthy.
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Remembering Julie Green
Artist Who Captured Inmates’
Final Meals Dies at 60
by Claudia Fennell ’24
A&E Staff
ART
In any given year, 15 to 80 people are executed
via capital punishment in the United States. It
has long been a tradition around the world that a
prisoner is permitted to choose what they would
like to eat for their last meal before execution,
and artist Julie Green took it upon herself to
create beauty out of inmates’ last suppers.
Green was born on Sept. 22, 1961 in Japan
to father Frederick Green, an officer in the
Navy, and mother Jane Green, a homemaker
and insurance underwriter. Her parents
divorced when she was seven years old and
she moved to Iowa with her mother. She
earned her B.F.A. in 1983 at the University of
Kansas in Lawrence, KS. Thirteen years later,
at the same college, she earned her M.F.A.
When Green was living in Oklahoma in
the 1990s, she read the paper each morning
and was fascinated by stories about the
executions of prisoners on death row. Green
was especially intrigued about what their
chosen last meals were. She thought it was odd
that this information was printed in the paper.
When speaking to the Smithsonian Magazine,
Green described how she felt that it was “really
weird information…so specific. So personal.”
She called the prison publishing the details
of prisoners’ last meals and asked why they
were doing so. The answer she was given
was simply, “The public wants to know.”
Green became compelled to paint plates
memorializing these special meals, seeing
an opportunity to humanize the people that
were being written about. According to The
New York Times, she once expressed that the
inmates’ final meal requests reminded her
of the meals she made for her own family.
Green was an art professor at Oregon State
University when she began creating her “last
supper” art pieces. She worked on them for
over 20 years, until her passing on Oct. 12. In
July of 1999, she crafted her first “last supper”
plate. Using deep blue paint on a white plate,
she painted the last supper of a man who was
executed in Oklahoma. His selected supper
was six tacos, six glazed doughnuts, and a
Cherry Coke. When Green started this artistic
journey, she planned to continue to paint
until capital punishment was abolished or she
created 1,000 plates, whichever happened first.
This past September, she painted her 1,000th
plate, which detailed a simple, singular Coca
Cola bottle requested by an inmate in 1997.
Green had been suffering from ovarian cancer
that had been getting progressively worse as
the years went on. After the completion of
her 1000th plate, she ended her life at
her house in Oregon by physician-assisted
suicide at the age of 60. This was made
possible by Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act.
Green worked hard in order to
honor each lost life in a beautiful way.
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Julie Green poses with some of her “last supper” plates.
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Taylor Swift Releases Her First Short Film
Adapting Her Most Emotional Song to the Screen
by Riley Coyne ’24
A&E Staff
MUSIC (TAYLOR’S VERSION)
The short film, All Too Well, premiered on Friday,
Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. Directed by Taylor Swift, it
features Dylan O’Brien and Sadie Sink as the two
main characters. These actors have a large age
gap, as O’Brien is 30 years old and Sink is only 19.
While it is not a problem considering the two are
just acting, this significant difference in age was
more than likely intentional on the director’s end.
The song that inspired the film, “All Too Well (10
Minute Version) (Taylor’s Version) (From The Vault)”
by Taylor Swift, is a heart-wrenching story about a
breakup with someone who is “so casually cruel in
the name of being honest.” It is no secret that this song
is about Swift’s ex-boyfriend, actor Jake Gyllenhaal.
While Swift has never openly admitted such, the
hints and details left in the song have been enough
for listeners to put the pieces together over the years.
Gyllenhaal was 29 and Swift was 21 when
the two broke up. This age gap is practically the
same as that between O’Brien and Sink. Swift is
known for being very particular and cryptic; her
fans know that everything she does has reasoning
behind it. Even the slightest details will most likely
have underlying meanings, which is why fans
are certain that O’Brien is acting as Gyllenhaal
and Sink is acting as Swift in the short film.
“All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor ’s
Version) (From The Vault)” plays throughout the
film in between dialogue, with the lyrics often
aligning with what the actors are doing.
For instance, when Swift sings, “There we are

again in the middle of the night/We dance around
the kitchen in the refrigerator light,” O’Brien and
Sink dance in a dimly-lit kitchen with light from
the open refrigerator illuminating the two of them.
Montages follow the couple during the highs and
lows of their relationship, from a romantic weekend
getaway upstate to a heated argument in the
kitchen. Notably, the one time the music completely
stops is during this scene in the kitchen. Sink’s
character expresses how upset and hurt she felt at a
dinner party where O’Brien’s character treated her
differently around his friends. Shortly after this fight the
two break up, and Sink’s character is left heartbroken
and grieving over the loss of the relationship.
The film then jumps to a scene titled “Thirteen Years
Gone,” where a grown-up version of Sink’s character,
played by Swift herself, speaks at a bookstore about

her novel, All Too Well. It ends with the camera
panning out and revealing O’Brien’s character
watching in the distance, wearing his former
lover’s scarf from their very first week together.
Sink and O’Brien did a fantastic job bringing
these characters to life and Swift herself
openly stated how proud she was of them. On
The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon, she said
that the two “could not have blown me away
more” and that “the chemistry between them is
on another planet.” This short film was a major
accomplishment for everyone involved, especially
Swift, as it was the first film she ever directed.
All Too Well: The Short Film is out now
on Youtube, but be warned: viewers are
guaranteed to shed more than a few tears.

PHOTO COURTESY OF YOUTUBE

A still from All Too Well: The Short Film, now streaming on YouTube.

Taylor’s Top Hits (Editorial Board’s Version)
The Cowl’s Official Picks From Taylor Swift’s Eleven Studio Albums
Taylor Swift

Fearless

1. Teardrops On My Guitar
2. Should’ve Said No/Our
Song (tie)

1. Enchanted
2. Dear John

2. Forever and Always

3. Tim McGraw/Picture to
Burn (tie)

3. Fearless/Fifteen/White Horse
(tie)

4. Mary’s Song (Oh My My
My)/Tied Together With a
Smile (tie)

4. You Belong Me/Hey Stephen
(tie)

3. Back to December/The
Story of Us (tie)
4. Better Than Revenge/Last
Kiss (tie)

5. I’m Only Me When I’m
With You

5. You’re Not Sorry

5. Sparks Fly/Haunted/If This
Was a Movie (tie)

Red

1989

Reputation

2. New Romantics/Wildest
Dreams (tie)

2. New Year’s Day

1. All Too Well

1. Getaway Car

1. Clean

2. Treacherous/Red (tie)
3. Come Back...Be Here

3. King of My Heart

4. The Lucky One

3. Out of the Woods/Blank
Space (tie)

5. The Last Time/Holy
Ground (tie)

4. Style/I Know Places (tie)
5. I Wish You Would/All You
Had to Do Was Stay (tie)

5. Call It What You Want/
Dancing With Our Hands Tied
(tie)

Lover

folklore

evermore

1. Paper Rings

4. Don’t Blame Me/Delicate
(tie)

1. my tears ricochet

2. Cruel Summer/Death By a
Thousand Cuts (tie)
3. Cornelia Street
4. Afterglow/Lover (tie)
5. Miss Americana & The
Heartbreak Prince/False God
(tie)

1. champagne problems

2. mirrorball

2. gold rush

3. this is me trying

3. right where you left me

4. seven/august (tie)

4. ivy/no body, no crime (tie)

5. exile/betty (tie)

5. tolerate it/marjorie (tie)

Fearless (Taylor’s Version)
GRAPHIC COURTESY OF MADISON PALMIERI ’22

Speak Now

1. Love Story/The Way I Loved
You

1. The Way I Loved You (Taylor’s
Version)
2. Mr. Perfectly Fine (From the
Vault)
3. Forever & Always (Taylor’s
Version)
4.Love Story (Taylor’s Version)/
Hey Stephen (Taylor’s Version)/
Don’t You (From the Vault)
5. The Other Side of the Door (Taylor’s Version)/You All Over Me
(From the Vault)

Red (Taylor’s Version)

1. All Too Well (10-Minute Version) (From the Vault)
2. I Bet You Think About Me
(From the Vault)/ Come Back...
Be Here (Taylor’s Version)
3. Nothing New (From the
Vault)/The Lucky One (Taylor’s
Version)
4. Better Man (Taylor’s Version)
5. The Last Time (Taylor’s Version)
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We’ll Remember It “All Too Well”
An Iconic Era Begins Again with Red (Taylor’s Version)
by Madison Palmieri ’22
A&E Co-Editor
MUSIC (TAYLOR’S VERSION)
Taylor Swift’s fans can certainly
say they are “The Lucky One(s).”
In the past year alone, the icon
has released a chart-topping album,
evermore, the companion to
the
Grammy-winning
folklore.
She also released a re-recording
of another one of her Grammywinning records, 2008’s Fearless,
among a myriad of other con t e n t
ranging from “Wildest Dreams
(Taylor ’s Version)” to folklore:
The Long Pond Studio Sessions.
Now
that
the
air
has
t urn ed colder and the autumn
leaves are “falling down lik e
pieces into place,” the time
has come for another treat
for fans: Red (Taylor’s Version).
Red (Taylor’s Version) is the second
in a series of re-recordings of Swift’s
first six albums that the artist plans
to release over the course of the next
couple of years in order to regain
control over her early music, recorded
with Big Machine Records, after
Scooter Braun sold the master versions
of it without Swift’s knowledge.
When Swift first announced her
intent to re-record her stolen songs,
fans immediately began to speculate
as to the order in which she would
release them. While it was no surprise
that she began with mega-hit Fearless,
fans were divided as to which album
would come next: chronologically,
Speak Now made the most sense,
but 1989 fit with the time of the
year projected for the next release.
Both of these guesses, however,
were wrong. On Friday, June 18, Swift
took to Instagram to announce that
Red (Taylor’s Version) would release in
November. The original release date
was Nov. 19, but, to the excitement of
fans, the artist gifted them with the
re-recording a week early on Nov. 12.
From the first lines of album opener
“State of Grace,” Swift instantly
transports fans back to 2012. With
slightly re-worked stylings and
matured vocals, the artist’s growth
in the nine years since recording
the original version of the record
is clear. From smash-hits such as
“22,” “We Are Never Ever Getting
Back Together,” “I Knew You Were
Trouble,” and title track “Red” to
fan-favorites like “Treacherous,”

“The Lucky One,” and, of course,
her magnum opus “All Too Well,”
Swift takes listeners on a nostalgic,
emotional trip down memory lane.
Notably, the album also includes
new versions of existing tracks not
published on the original Red. When
she first wrote these songs, Swift
gave one, “Better Man,” to Little Big
Town; she recorded another, “Babe,”
with Sugarland. Another addition to
Red (Taylor’s Version) is “Ronan,” a
notoriously emotional track written in
honor of a young boy who died of cancer.
Although fans were delighted to
see how these new versions of their
“old favorite song(s)” compared to the
originals, they were perhaps more so
anticipating the album’s “vault” tracks.
Swift wrote these songs during the
original Red era, but they did not make
the final version of the 2012 album.
This time around, however, she invited
some of her fellow artists to bring
these previously-unheard songs to life.
“Nothing New,” featuring
Phoebe Bridgers, is by far the most
emotional of the six vault tracks. With
poignant lyrics such as “Lord, what
will become of me/Once I lose my
novelty?” and “How can a person
know everything at 18/But nothing
at 22?/And will you still want me
when I’m nothing new?” fans gain an
intimate glimpse into a young Swift’s
fears of becoming irrelevant, a theme
also explored in “The Lucky One.”
Although Swift’s fears thankfully
did not come true, with the artist
more relevant than ever today, one
line remains quite prophetic given
how Swift has inspired rising stars
such as Olivia Rodrigo and Conan
Gray: “I know someday I’m gonna
meet her/It’s like a fever dream/The
kind of radiance you only have at
seventeen/She’ll know the way and
then she’ll say she got the map from
me.” “Nothing New” is also notable
for being the first Swift track to feature
a female artist on an entire verse,
rather than simply on backing vocals.
“Message in a Bottle” and “The Very
First Night” are the two most energetic
vault tracks, with an upbeat style and
bubbly lyrics reminiscent of early
2010s hits such as Carly Rae Jepsen’s
“Call Me Maybe” instantly bringing
listeners back to the now long-gone
summers of that time. Notably,
“Message in a Bottle” is the first song
Swift wrote with Max Martin and

Shellback, with whom she partnered
to create hits such as “Blank Space.”
“I Bet You Think About Me”
featuring Chris Stapleton not only
proves that “country Taylor” is alive
and thriving in 2021, but also affirms
her knack for witty critique. Swift
pokes fun at her ex’s lifestyle, from
his “silver-spoon gated community”
to his “organic shoes and milliondollar couch.” The song’s reference
to how her former flame attends
“cool indie music concerts every
week” is a nod to a line in “We Are
Never Ever Getting Back Together.”
Another notable line is “Mr.
Superior Thinkin’,” a potentially
purposeful nod to “Mr. Perfectly Fine,”
a vault song from Fearless (Taylor’s
Version). One of the final lines of the
track, “I bet you think about me when
you say/’Oh my god, she’s insane, she
wrote a song about me,’” is a perfect
example of Swift’s knack for self-satire,
as evident on tracks such as “Better
Than Revenge” and “Blank Space.”
The other vault tracks, “Forever
Winter” and “Run,” nicely compliment
the other previously-unreleased tracks
as well as the album as a whole.
The former can be interpreted as
forerunner to evermore’s title track,
using wintery imagery to explore
themes of helping someone persevere
through depression and find hope.
The latter, featuring Swift’s longtime
friend and collaborator Ed Sheeran,
sets a scene that calls to mind “the
road not taken” in “‘tis the damn
season,” another evermore track.
Perhaps the most anxiouslyawaited track on Red (Taylor’s Version),
however, was“All Too Well (10 Minute
Version).” A longtime urban legend
among Swift’s fans, few believed that
the song actually existed, let alone
that it would ever see the light of
day. At 10 minutes and 13 seconds, it
is the album’s longest track; as a reimagined version of one of the artist’s
most popular and beloved songs,
it is the album’s biggest standout.
The version of “All Too Well” released
on the original Red album back in 2012
perfectly encapsulates the whirlwind
of emotions that comes with looking
back on a past relationship after its
magic has long faded; the “10-Minute
Version” of the beloved track adds a
layer of criticism and self-knowledge
to the romanticized relationship

described in the original version.
Indeed, whereas “All Too
Well” focuses on Swift’s more
positive memories of her former
partner, the “10-Minute Version”
isn’t afraid to shy away from the
uglier aspects of their relationship.
Lines such as “He’s gonna say it’s love,
you never called it what it was/’Til
we were dead and gone and buried,”
“You kept me like a secret but I kept
you like an oath,” and “I’m in a new
hell every time you double-cross my
mind/You said if we had been closer
in age maybe it would have been fine
/And that made me want to die” add
a deeper, darker, and more profound
layer to the already heart wrenching
song. The actor about whom the song
is believed to be written has long
incurred the wrath of Swift’s fans,
but now, he may want to look into
joining the witness protection program.
“All Too Well (10-Minute Version)”
also features references to other
Red songs. For instance, Swift
paints the same scene depicted in
“The Moment I Knew,” with one
line describing how her father said
that “It’s supposed to be fun turning
twenty-one” after seeing her break
down when her ex failed to show up
to her birthday party. The line, “And
I was never good at telling jokes but
the punch line goes/I’ll get older but
your lovers stay my age” references
Swift’s remembrance of how her
ex didn’t think she was funny in
“Begin Again,” while also delivering
a scathing condemnation of his
tendency to prey on young women.
The 2012 version of Red was
a tremendous accomplishment in
and of itself. Swift’s re-imagining
of this iconic album proves once
again not only her sheer talent
and once-in-a-generation ability
to truly connect with listeners,
but also her dedication and tenacity.
Producing chart-topping album after
chart-topping album is a feat in and
of itself; producing re-recordings
of these records a decade later
that are just as, if not more,
successful than the originals affirms
Swift’s status as a true musical icon.
Indeed, Swift’s fans truly are
“The Lucky One(s).” While Red
(Taylor’s Version) will be celebrated
for years to come, they were able
to watch this iconic era in the
artist’s discography “Begin Again.”
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RIGHT: The EcoPC Club hosted “America Recycles Day
Celebration” in Slavin Atrium. On Monday, Nov. 15,
Sarah Milne ’22 and Grace Purvis ’22 planted succulents
in recycled pots.
BELOW RIGHT: Swifties on campus decorated arts and
crafts at nine different tables for each of Taylor Swift’s
albums. BOP hosted “Saturday (Taylor’s Version)” on
Saturday, Nov. 13 in Slavin Atrium to celebrate Taylor
Swift’s release of Red (Taylor’s Version) on Friday, Nov. 12.
BELOW LEFT: Janai Crooms ’23 and Mary Baskerville
’22 dribbled past defenders on Tuesday, Nov. 9. The
women’s basketball team lost to Yale University 63-57 in
Alumni Hall.
BOTTOM: On Monday, Nov. 15, autumn leaves fell in
front Ruane Center for Humanities and on front of Slavin
Lawn, creating a colorful display of foliage.
ISABELLA BAFFONI ’23/ THE COWL

ISABELLA BAFFONI ’23/ THE COWL

RYAN TWOMEY ’23/ THE COWL

Photos compiled by Isabella Baffoni ’23, Photography Editor

MAYA MIGNANO ’22/ THE COWL
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Which Hogwarts House would you be
in and why?

“Ravenclaw because I am intelligent.”
Juliann Lopes ’23

“Ravenclaw because I enjoy learning new things.”
Pete Fasoli ’22

“Slytherin. It’s just what I’m feeling today.”
Kenneth McCarthy ’23

“Hufflepuff because it has the best name & reminds
me of cute and cuddly things.”
Jennifer Merandisse ’24

“Hufflepuff because that’s what the quiz said.”
Jake Turcotte ’23

“Gryffindor because my name is Griffin.”
Griffin Cain ’23

“Gryffindor!”
- Dwight Schrute

PHOTO COURTESY of NBC’s Peacock The Office
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Name:

Gobble Gobble Turkey Day
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

13

15

16
17

18

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

Across

Across
1. Donkey Kong
2. Bowser
4. boo
6. Star
8. Ox
10. Pauline
12. Luigi’s Mansion
14. piranha
plant
15. mario super
sluggers
16. carpentry
17. Tanooki suit
19. Princess
peach
20. mushroom
kingdom
21. goomba
22. rainbow
road
24. toad
25. red

Down

1. This American chain holds the famous
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City each year
3. This Cape Cod town is home to the Native
American tribe that was present at the first
Thanksgiving
5. This president declared two Thanksgivings in one
year
7. How many towns in the United States are named
Turkey?
8. This holiday was first celebrated in the year 1621
9. The governor of this Massachusetts town
organized the first Thanksgiving
10. The Native American tribe who attended the first
Thanksgiving
14. According to a 2015 Harris Poll, a large majority of
Americans prefer eating this to eating the actual
Thanksgiving meal
16. This cartoon character has made the most
appearances as a Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade
balloon
17. This Thanksgiving side dish wasn't invented until
fifty years after the first Thanksgiving
18. This shellfish was supposedly served at the first
Thanksgiving

2. This state consumes the most turkey on
Thanksgiving
4. This U.S. president named Thanksgiving a national
holiday in 1863
6. This football franchise has played on Thanksgiving
every year since 1978
11. According to Instacart, this is the most popular
Thanksgiving pie in America
12. Invented by Paul Prudhomme, this Thanksgiving
dish includes a turkey stuffed with a duck stuffed with
a chicken
13. The term for popular running races held around
the Thanksgiving season
15. The name of the turkey bone ceremoniously
broken on Thanksgiving

The Riddler’s Thanksgiving
Bonanza-Extravaganza
Why did the turkey cross the road?

What’s a pilgrim’s favorite genre of music?

Last Issue’s Answers
DOWN
1. Donkey kong jr.
3. Waluigi
5. Jump man
6. super mario bros
7. coconut mall
9. mushroom
11. koopas
13. shigeru Miyamoto
18. shy guy
20. Mario
23. bee

What key won’t open a door?
Why do turkeys never finish their dessert after dinner?
What is stuffing’s favorite sport?
What’s a percussionist’s favorite part of the turkey?
Which drink is the saddest at a Thanksgiving dinner?
Where do turkeys go when they want to dance?
What smells best every Thanksgiving dinner?
What’s a mathematician’s favorite dessert on Thanksgiving?
Bonus: Why is Taylor Swift such a good dancer?
Created with the Combined Brain Power of The Puzzler ’23, The Riddler ’23, and The Brain Blaster ’23
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Umbrella
by Anna Pomeroy ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ
POETRY

They say it’s bad luck to open an umbrella indoors.
I never seemed to understand that––
Why not be granted the extra protection before you even step outdoors?
It’s rather a challenge, standing down the hall of my mudroom
As I glare down the open door drowned with rainpour.
It’s a mental and physical game one plays––
Opening the umbrella as quickly as possible, and you lose if you get any
Raindrops on you.
We fear the uncertainty of that game, focused solely on the protection.
The barrier between us and the outside world, our reality.
It’s because we were conditioned that way.
Growing up, your parents shielded you from the darkness of this world.
Whether it’s “don’t look over at that accident” or private conversations
In the hallway of a doctor’s oﬃce.
We become blinded by the glare of our bubble.
Yet, truth be told, once you have grown out of those old wives’ tales,
The umbrella will be opened indoors in an act of careless habit.
Our chins will face up as we march out of the door,
Unknowingly still comforted by our shield.
And when that bubble eventually pops,
And we lose the glimmer our childish eyes once held,
We will run back into that hallway, shaking the drops oﬀ our coat.
The bad luck has kept its promise.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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G i r l wi th H o n ey - Co l ored Ha ir and Owl Eyes

I watch as my friend Lena
packs up for her semester in
France. She lines up her wool
sweaters and corduroy jeans
in a color-coordinated fashion
upon her childhood bed. It is
very quiet in her room.
“I’m going to die alone,” my
best friend Dewey announces,
breaking the silence. He drapes
his arms along Lena’s bedroom
window sill, stretching his legs
along the bay window. His eyes
gaze around at the passersby on
Pierrepont Street.
“Dewey, you are not going to
die alone,” Lena says.
I open the window and light
a cigarette.
“Piper was your ﬁrst college
girlfriend. The ﬁrst girlfriend
of many girlfriends that you
will have. She wasn’t going to
be the one that you married. Besides, I didn’t even like her and
I like everyone,” I say.
There were a lot of things I
did not like about Piper. Piper
was the girl with honey-colored
hair and big brown owl eyes.
She was skinny as a twig, and
she got into all kinds of par-

by Taylor Maguire ’24
Portfolio Staﬀ
FICTION

ties because everyone knew
her parents were rich. She gave
cold, war-like glances to those
she did not like, which was half
the student body at NYU, and
rejoiced in the attention given
by those she wanted to be. She
thought Led Zeppelin was an
energy drink and Sylvia Plath
was on our city council. But all
that aside, she was simply a
narcissistic, manipulative asshole and treated Dewey as an
inferior. The thing about Dewey
was that he got attached to the
pretty face and his made-up
ideologies of those he dated,
but he never fell for the actual
person. His romanticized imagination was his Achilles’ heel.
“Why do you think she did
it?” he asks, looking over at me.
“Honestly? She was bored,”
I say.
“Would you ever cheat?” he
asks, taking the cigarette from
my hand to smoke it himself.

“I think cheaters are cowards.
Cowards caught between the
security of what they have and
going after the potential that
remains unknown. Do I think
hooking up with a boy on the
soccer team at school was worth
the price of your relationship?
No. But girls like Piper only
want things for image sake, for
the stories to tell her friends at
breakfast,” I say.
“I’ll never cheat on someone.
Or be the person that another
cheats on with. Being on the receiving end of it is too painful,”
Dewey says.
“What I don’t understand
is why you still want her back
after all that,” Lena says, stuﬃng
things into a suitcase that was
twice her size.
“You didn’t know Piper as I
did. Okay, so she didn’t read the
newspaper or take the subway,
and she was a little daft at times.
But she would make her side of

the bed in the mornings before
leaving, and she’d send me
website links to jackets she’d
thought I would look good
in. And she texted me on my
birthday, and on our anniversary, ” he says. I watch as he
struggles to defend what he
wants to believe is true, which
is that Piper cared about him
the same way he still cares
about her.
Lena lets out a sigh before
saying, “Dewey that’s the bare
minimum.”
The sad thing was that Lena
and I have had this conversation with Dewey many times
over the dwindling days of
August since they broke up.
Every time she’d get brought
up, Dewey would try to work
backwards and analyze what
he did wrong, why he wasn’t
good enough. He was trapped
in a rabbit hole of his regrets
and doubts. At the end of the
day, he was just too entranced
by Piper’s owl eyes to see
the red ﬂags that she carried
around with her.

W h a t a P i e c e o f Wo r k i s M a n

PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM

by Fiona Clarke ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ

In the summer of 2011, as
our house in Michigan was
compressed into cardboard
boxes and plastic bins, sorted
and taped and stacked and
chucked into a truck, my sister
and I, with great care, selected
and packed up a box of our
favorite movies to keep with
us while we ﬂoated from rental
house to rental house across
the state of Washington. By
Christmas of 2011, my sister
and I had watched every movie
in this box countless times and
could—still can and still do—
recite huge chunks of them to
each other. Doubtlessly, this
was often to the chagrin of the
rest of our family, who, simply by saying one single word,
might elicit a performance of
an entire scene from The Scarlet
Pimpernel or Muppets from
Space. Our selection included
a movie about a would-be
criminal mastermind-superhero
with a giant blue head: Megamind. This movie is great for
several reasons, including a
British-accented Will Ferrell’s
unironic mispronunciations of
common words—“revenge”
as “re-vonge,” “spider” as
“spee-yider,” and, best of all,
“melancholy” as “melONcholy.” It’s an undeniably funny
movie, but one of the reasons
that it’s also so great is encapsulated in Megamind’s cry of
despair about three-quarters
of the way through: “I’m the

CREATIVE NONFICTION

bad guy! I don’t save the day,
I don’t ﬂy oﬀ into the sunset,
and I don’t get the girl!” Man,
I love it when I stumble across
something that leads me right
into a pet peeve. Much of Megamind’s problem is that from
the extraterrestrial equivalent
to childhood on, he has locked
himself into being The Bad Guy.
And so, my peeve is self-objectiﬁcation. I’m not talking about
sexual objectiﬁcation. It’s possible to make yourself an object
in another way, and I’m talking
about making yourself an object
for others’ comprehension or
categorization. Self-awareness
is a prickly bastard. Taken too
far, it becomes the opposite of
itself, because you stop living
in your own life. You live your
own life as if you were looking at yourself. You’re more
aware of how someone else sees
you or understands you than
you’re aware of yourself. Now,
for much of the movie, Megamind is actually The Bad Guy,
kidnapping, murdering, looting, etc. But he likes being The
Bad Guy. He does these things
because he likes his Bad Guy
identity. It’s compact, crisp,
lightly ﬂavored, and easily digestible, like a granola bar.
But no person is a granola
bar. Megamind’s “I’m the bad
guy” is rooted in the same fear

or sense of being misunderstood
or misjudged as a classmate’s “I’m
a nerd!” or “I’m an introvert!”
Sure, these are at least neutral
traits; what does it really matter if
you’re a nerd or an introvert? Bad
guys are bad guys, murderers are
murderers, and on a scale of irritating to moral outrage-worthy,
“I’m a nerd” and “I’m an introvert” fall pretty near the “irritating” end, but still, the principle
is the same. How can you expect
someone to understand you if
you don’t make it easy for them?
Wrong question. For crying out
loud, worry less about someone
understanding you and worry
more about doing whatever the
heck it is you need to do to get
through the stupid day. All these
little teabag-tag descriptions are
revoltingly generic. There are lots
of ﬂavors of nerd, so which one
are you? Why the heck are you
shoving yourself into one little
word? Do we really have such
tiny attention spans, and such low
expectations of others’ attention
spans, that we’ll settle for a generic tag so as not to have to demand
or express too much? Maybe this
is something originating in or
exacerbated by social media or
consumer culture in some way—
heck, I’m no doctor. I may well
be entirely unqualiﬁed to say
anything about anything at all.

(But isn’t that why they’ve
got me writing for a student
newspaper?) These observations might well be the approaching deadline-induced
remarks of a curmudgeonly
snob. (There, I’m guilty of the
sin I have just been denouncing.) As if it weren’t surreal
enough that bell-bottom jeans
are everywhere (a topic for
another rant), we’re getting
back to cliques and camps
and clans and clubs based
on self-identiﬁed characteristics. Someone might tell me:
“You’ll like X. She’s a writer.”
And the answer is no. I will
not like X because she’s a
writer. I will like X if I like X.
A person is not a Muppetman cobbled together from
deﬁnable distinct personality
traits. A person is more than
the sum of his or her parts,
more than the largest or most
obvious part of himself or
herself. For the love of all
things holy, leave yourself a
little mystery.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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R u l e B ook
by AJ Worsley ’22
Portfolio Staﬀ

get down on your knees
rub your face across the grass
tickle your cheek with excitement,
you feel something.

POETRY

drive to the water, one hand on the wheel, your other is holding on to life.
you haven’t felt alive in a minute.
the skylines reek of hope but you never drive there, you stay in your comfort zone
because it’s easier to joke about yourself than to ﬁx the things you joke about.
but you’re never actually joking are you?
you’re genuine. you’re hurtful. you’re hateful.
you’re a bad person, if not to anyone but yourself.
so grab a cloud and put it in your pocket,
save it for a rainy day when you can ride it like a wave.
climb a mountain and accept defeat.
close that social media app, you’re far too comfortable in your loneliness to be
here.
break your rear view in the process of getting that mask on your face.
you don’t know where your soul is or where it belongs but right now it isn’t
where it needs to be. you need a new spot. a new playlist. a new love.
you’re aware of the things that make you happy but you don’t grant yourself access to those things because you’ve convinced yourself you don’t deserve them.
kiss the grass and bite it. love the earth you’ve been given while you’re down
there, but when you come up, climb that tree and look down on a world who has
put you at the bottom of the list.
don’t expect to be others’ ﬁrst choice when you can’t even put yourself ﬁrst.
you are small and inconvenient. make mistakes and forgive yourself for them.
don’t dwell. you aren’t here long enough to dwell.
let lightning scare you, and love that fear but don’t let it last forever.
so much world you want to see but you can’t even make it out of your own head.

Since the beginning of time
when the ﬁrst man evolved
from clay or ﬁsh or from apes,
there has been higher education
(I would assume). Aidan Lerner ’22 is a current student at
Providence College who thinks
positively about his experience. Lerner is a ﬁnance major,
a writing minor, and a senior
who lives oﬀ campus. He is a
good example of the type of
student who would be thankful
to have chosen to go to the College. In this paper, I will argue
that Aidan Lerner is thankful
he goes to PC because of his
living experience, the positives
from COVID-19, and his fear of
graduating.
Aidan Lerner has lived in
Guzman, Davis, and DiTraglia.
Lerner talks a lot about how he
liked that he had a bathroom
in his room in Guzman, saying, “Having the bathroom was
an incredible time saver. Also,
it was a good way to make
friends because people would
barge in to use it” (Lerner,
phone call with his mother).
This quote shows that Lerner
values comfort because he is
clearly lazy and does not want
to go into the hall to use a communal bathroom. But I also
think it shows that Lerner values the friendships he was able
to form. Lerner refers to his

it’s the window that reminds you of a portal. or the staircase that takes you from one life to another. the door. the
change you seek but never acquire.
listen to your elders but never let them try to control you.
shave your head if you’d like. identity is whatever you
want it to be.
it’s hard to share your thoughts, your words that you hate,
the creative vision in a world that’s already created your
idea. you are not original. you are the ﬁrst to ever put
those words together.
the truth is, there are no rules so there cannot be a rule
book. your God wants you to love, but if your God is dead
then be your own God and remind those around you that
life is constructed by something greater.
we don’t know what comes next so the present is not
something to reject. modernity is a beast, let’s come together and put it on a leash.
death is far more feared than that lightning, but kiss the
grass that grows in spring, and ﬁnd comfort in the life that
awaits you when the life leaves your body.
pass me the telescope dripping with nostalgia so i can
watch her dancing on the moon from my car parked by the
beach.
the seasons will always change. they did before your time
and they will continue to after your time here. see the
world. respect your God, deny tradition.
you have the time. you have the energy. you have the love.
you have the life.
you tell me you couldn’t imagine your life without me,
i urge you to try a little harder.

ThankFUL: A DWC PAPER
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College, therefore, he must be
thankful for the school. Lerner
by Aidan Lerner ’22
was recently heard saying, “Yes,
Portfolio Staﬀ
I will be miserable to leave. I
am going to miss this place so
FICTION
much, and I want to just be at
the experience that contactdirect roommates as “his immethis place enjoying time with
diate best friends that he was not traced all of his roommates
my friends forever. I deﬁnitely
and friends. “Yeah, it sucked,” do not want to leave these
really truly close with until secan anonymous friend said.
ond semester which he learned
people and have professional
“The timing was terrible, and
is a natural process for friendresponsibilities” (Lerner, job
my initial reaction was that I
ship” (Lerner, conversation with
interview for a job he did not
wanted to ﬁnd Aidan and slap get). This quote shows a lot
Yuck Truck guy). This mangled,
him silly, but unfortunately he about Lerner and his love of
contradictory quote shows that
had a contagious virus, and
Lerner did not ﬁnd friendship
Providence College. He has a
I was locked up in a Marto be an instantaneous process,
lot of fear for his future, but it
riott” (Anonymous, YikYak).
even though he hoped it would
seems that it is more born out
I think that Lerner took a lot
be. It took time, but he learned
of his deep appreciation for
from this adversity. He reto appreciate the people around
the campus. I think that Lerner
ports that his friends were
him. Furthermore, this is shown
values his experiences so much
good-natured about the whole and has managed to carve out
later on when he moved into
thing. It was no one’s fault,
Davis and then DiTraglia with
happiness in his senior year. It
and they all called him durnew roommates. Lerner always
seems he is reluctant to leave
talks about how he hates change, ing their quarantines. Lerner
and to possibly fail miserably
really felt loved. That whole
but at each spot, he formed new
for the rest of his life alone.
close bonds. I think Lerner had a year was such a challenge for
I think that Aidan Lerner
Lerner, but there were a lot
great living experience because
is obviously thankful for this
of great things about being
he formed friendships that beschool because it was welcomisolated with a group of his
came as strong as he could have
ing to him even though he is
best friends. Lerner showed
imagined.
shy and anxious, and a virus ruthrough
his
constant
positivity
According to Aidan Lerner,
ined everyone’s fun. This shows
and great memories from that that Providence College is a
COVID-19 was a really bad
thing. Many people would agree time that Providence College
great place that everyone will
had taught him that his friend- miss once they graduate.
with that stance, but Lerner
ships could make even the
is also a legendary COVID-19
Professor Comments: Repetitive,
coronavirus pandemic a less
survivor who managed to test
poor central argument, awk, needs
depressing time.
positive exactly one day before
better quote integration, CFinally, Aidan Lerner does
he was scheduled to get his
not want to leave Providence
vaccine. Lerner took a lot from
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA CREATIVE COMMONS
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5 Ways to Look at Hands

Tiffany &
Earl

by Mariela Flores ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ
POETRY

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

ONE
I fashion a gun out of cold ﬂesh,
and point it directly at my enemy.
There is no hesitation in this kill,
you are at the mercy of my hands.

Dear Tiﬀ and Earl,
Should I break up with my
boyfriend to feel the pain of
Taylor Swift’s new album? I
just feel like it would make
listening to Red a surreal
experience (and ﬁt the vibe).

TWO
When the wind turns my bones stiﬀ
and the ground is frozen,
warm hands ﬁnd my ﬂesh
and thaw my body.

Sincerely,

THREE
Millions of natives were slaughtered for the shine in their land.
Millions of slaves were drowned on foreign ships and lost in the sand.
Millions were charred in the name of a Man.
Look down to see the weapons of this destruction and you
will ﬁnd your hands.
FOUR
There are no words a voice can carry
that capture so movingly what hands can say.
Like birds ﬂying through wicked winds,
or ﬁsh ﬂoating through thick currents.
Hands push through space loudly with so much to say.
FIVE
Oh, how wonderful a thing it is to see nothing.
Nothing carved
nothing molded
nothing sculpted
into something, by some hands.

Listomania*

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Things to bring to Friendsgiving
Buffalo chicken dip
A rotisserie chicken
Anything but deviled eggs
A solid playlist
Microwave mashed potatoes
A can of raw pumpkin
Political debate topics
Store-bought pie
Dollar Tree decorations
Conversation topics (to avoid awkward silences)
Craft supplies (to make hand turkeys)
Welch’s sparkling cider
Friends
Friends Thanksgiving episodes
My incredible sense of humor
Tea

*Listomania and Tiﬀany & Earl are both satirical pieces that do not reﬂect the views of Providence College or The Cowl.

Not Too Well (Taylor’s
Version)
Dear Not Too Well,
If you are asking this
question, you have already
arrived at the right answer.
But let me make one
suggestion as to a method of
proceeding from this point:
make sure he knows that
you asked good old Tiﬀ and
Earl this question. If he has
a smackerel of sense, he’ll
understand, and graciously
allow you to be the dumpee,
not the dumper. It’s much
better that way. Let him tear
up your relationship. It’s
obviously not a masterpiece.
It’s a Bob Ross painting.
Cheers!

Tiff
Dear Not Too Well (Taylor’s
Version),
In order to get the full
and proper eﬀect of Red
(Taylor’s Version), you can’t
be the one to break up with
your boyfriend—he must
be the one to dump you. If
your man has a proclivity
for attending indie music
concerts on a weekly basis,
owns a million-dollar couch,
and incurred your father’s
disapproval when he failed
to show up at your 21st
birthday party, the good
news is that he should be
breaking your heart any day
now!
Don’t let him keep your scarf
from that very ﬁrst week,
even though it reminds him
of innocence, and it smells
like you.

Earl
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OUI: ONE BAD
DECISION

Take a minute for yourself to sit back and think. Ask yourself, have you ever had too much
to drink? How did that make you feel? And after all that alcohol, did you or another friend
under the influence choose to drive you home after the party ended? We are not here to
judge, and we are certainly glad that you are here to read this if that relates to you. But the
reason we want you to take this minute to reflect is to prevent this from ever happening
again. While most people hear the very sad and harsh stories of drivers under the
influence, there are many facts that people do not know. Some of these include:
A first-time DUI offense with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.15% or higher leads to:
- Up to one year in jail
-Sky high auto insurance rates for 7 years
-$500 in fines
-License suspension for three to 18 months
-20 to 60 hours of community service
-Must attend a DUI course
-Must undergo alcohol treatment
Ever wanted to travel to Canada?
Any alcohol-related impaired driving charge including DUI, DWI, and OUI reckless
driving often renders a person criminally inadmissible to Canada since the equivalent
law north of the border is potentially an indictable offense (similar to an American
felony).

Friartown is a beautiful place to be a part of: friends that last a lifetime,
professors that care about their students, basketball games with the best fan
crowd, and so much more…Why ruin all that is here before you? Be kind to
yourself and to others, do not operate a vehicle under the influence. Just don’t.
Protect yourself, protect your family, protect your friends, and protect those you
don’t know but who mean the world to others.
Brought to you by Alexa Katsaros, Katherine Buonfiglio, and the PCSB insurance class

Pictured: Alexa and Katherine raising awareness by having people sign a pledge to not drink and drive

February
18,18,
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2021

PHOTOGRAPHY
ADVERTISEMENTS

The
Cowl
217
The
Cowl

WHO IS THE TEACHER WHO MOST INSPIRED YOU TO LEARN?
NOMINATE THAT TEACHER FOR THE

JOSEPH R. ACCINNO FACULTY TEACHING AWARD
This award recognizes a current tenured faculty member who not only demonstrates excellence in teaching, but also
conveys a passion and enthusiasm for learning, and shows dedication to students’ academic and personal growth.

Deadline for nominations is December 16, 2021.
Questions? Email: AccinnoAward@providence.edu.

Sports
Sports Shorts
by Justin Bishop ’24
Sports Staff
PC ATHLETICS
Men’s Basketball
The Men’s Basketball team kicked
off their season on Tuesday, Nov.
9 when they matched up against
Fairfield University. The Friars played
at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center and in
front of fans for the first time since
the 2019-2020 season. The team was
greeted with a warm welcome by the
fans who were ecstatic to watch their
team play in person. Providence did
not disappoint the energetic crowd,
posting an 80–73 win in the season
opener. Nate Watson ’21 cashed in 22
points and Noah Horchler ’22GS put
up 10 points along with 11 rebounds.
Men’s Hockey
The Men’s Hockey team had
back-to-back wins on back-to-back
nights. The team faced off against
American International College
and the University of Connecticut.
Providence beat A.I.C. 2–1 in
overtime where Cam McDonald
’23 sniped the top corner of the net
to win the game. McDonald was
responsible for both goals the team
scored, and Jaxson Stauber ’23
stopped 19 of 20 shots he faced. The
following day, PC took on Hockey
East rival UConn, and they put up
six goals in a 6–4 physical, highscoring game. Nick Poisson ’24 had
four assists and helped Providence
improve to 8-5-0 on the year.
Women’s Hockey
The Women’s Hockey team faced
Boston College for a home-andhome series that the teams split.
Friday, Nov. 12 the team upset No.
7 BC 2 – 1 in Schneider Arena where
Hunter Barnett ’22 scored two
goals in the victory. Goalie Mireille
Kingsley ’24 stood on her head and
stopped all but one of the 43 shots
she faced. The team then traveled
to Chapel Hill in Boston to try and
sweep the weekend, but came up
short and lost 2–1 in overtime. The
Eagles’ freshman Abby Newhook
scored both of BC’s goals. The Friars
currently sit at 4-4-3 (3-3-1) in a very
tough Hockey East Conference.
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Men’s Soccer Loses Heartbreaker
Friars Fall to Georgetown in OT

by Joe Quirk ’23
Sports Staff
COLLEGE SOCCER
The Providence College Men’s Soccer
Team suffered a brutal and unfortunate
loss in overtime of the final game in
the 2021 Big East Tournament. The
Friars lost to the nationally ranked No.
7 Georgetown University Hoyas with
mere minutes remaining in overtime
after a costly turnover in the Friars’ end
of the pitch which allowed the Hoyas to
put in the game winner. The victory must
feel good for Georgetown as just over a
month ago the Friars beat the Hoyas at
Chapey Field 3-0 when Georgetown was
still ranked No. 1 in the country.
The Friars were one of the best teams
in the country this season, let alone
the Big East. They finished the regular
season with a fantastic 10-4-4 record
and a 5-2-3 record in conference play.
These were enough to get the team a
bye into the Big East semifinals which
were held this past Thursday, Nov. 11.
The Big East tournament this year was
hosted at Georgetown University, and
the Friars played both their games on the
eventual champions’ home pitch. In their
semifinal matchup, the Friars hosted
the Butler University Bulldogs and won
with a score of 2-0. It was a close game for
both squads until 64’ when the first Friar
goal was netted by Brendan McSorley
’24. Luis Garcia ’23 was credited with
the assist on McSorley’s goal. Just about
a minute later, at 65’, the Friars added
to their lead when Gevork Diarbian
’24 scored with an assist from Simon
Triantafillou ’22. The game featured only
two yellow cards, evenly distributed
amongst the two teams. However, the
Friars were responsible for 18 fouls,
double that of Butler. Despite that, PC
outshot Butler 9-8 (Providence only put
up three shots in the second half, two of
which found their way in the net). After
the game, PC goaltender Lukas Burns
’24, who stopped a big penalty kick at
56’, was asked about the “DNA” of this
Providence team. “Since the first day
I’ve been here, it’s fighting to the very
last minute, working together as a team,
we’re a very blue-collar team and we
just fight,” said Burns after his shutout
performance.
The victory punched Providence’s
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The Friars will face Marist College on Nov. 18 at 7:00 pm. Their side of the bracket includes
defending NCAA champions Marshall University, and Big East champions Georgetown.

ticket to the Big East Tournament final
game to determine the champion of
the conference. The game, played
at Georgetown University this past
Sunday, Nov. 11, ended in a much more
heartbreaking fashion for the Friars.
Burns’ comments from after the previous
game would prove true, as the Friars
scrapped with the previously four-time
champion Hoyas all the way until the
game-winner in overtime. After a half of
scoreless play, Georgetown would score
first, putting the Hoyas up 1-0 in the 51st
minute. It would be another 34 minutes
until the Friars would knot things up at
1 apiece. At 84’, Brendan McSorely ’24
would score again for the Friars, getting
assisted by Paulo Lima ’22 and Gil Santos
’22. In overtime, Georgetown’s Stefan
Stojanovic netted his second of the day,
getting the ball in the Friars’ offensive
zone after a bad turnover. The Hoyas
crushed the Friars in shots, outshooting
PC 16-9, although PC had more saves,
7-3. The game had nine yellow cards, a
far cry from the two-card game the Friars
saw in the semifinals.
This is the fifth time in program
history that PC has been the runner up in

Men’s Soccer
The
Men’s
Soccer
team
was defeated in the Big East
Championship game by No. 7
Georgetown University 2–1 on
Sunday, Nov. 14. The Friars tied
the game late thanks to a goal
from Brendan McSorely ’24, but
it was not enough to steal the win.
Georgetown’s Stephan Stojanovic
’23’s second goal of the game at
95’ gave the Hoyas the victory. The
Friars were ranked No. 18 in the
country as of Sunday, Nov. 14 and
will face Marist University in the
first round of the NCAA Tournament
on Nov. 18.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW ENGLAND SOCCER JOURNAL

Christopher Roman ’22 (above) takes on a Georgetown defender during the Big East
Championship. Roman has been one of the Friars’ key attacking players on the right flank.

the Big East tournament, and it is also the
fifth championship for Georgetown. The
Friars had two team members named
to the Big East All-Tournament team,
goaltender Lukas Burns and forward
Brendan McSorley, both of whom played
tremendously and in big moments for
the Friars throughout the tournament.
McSorley was a big offensive spark for the
Friars for the duration of the tournament
and helped spur the offense to produce
when it needed to. As for Burns, he was
phenomenal, netting seven saves in the
final and having a shutout performance
in the semifinal. The only goals Burns
allowed in the championship game were
a penalty kick, which is a tough save, and
the game winner, which was on a tough
breakaway play from directly in front of
the net. The Friars probably would not
have made it as far in the tournament
without these two.
The next move for the Friars after
an incredible season is hosting Marist
College on Thursday, Nov. 18 at 7:00 p.m.
The Friars did not have an automatic
bid from winning the conference,
and their loss against Georgetown
prevented them from securing a bye
into the second round, but the team
was able to at least gain home field for
their first-round game. Marist entered
the MAAC Tournament as the oneseed in their conference and seized an
automatic bid to the NCAAs, defeating
Rider University on penalty kicks. While
Marist is from a weaker conference, they
played a competitive out-of-conference
schedule in the beginning of the year.
Just like the Friars, the Red Foxes fell
to the nationally ranked University of
New Hampshire 2-1 in the beginning
of the season. They defeated St. John’s
University 1-0, the same scoreline that
the Friars won by when the two sides
played in early October. On paper, these
scorelines suggest that Thursday night’s
game will be a competitive one. This
would likely be the only home matchup
for the Friars, as the winner of their
matchup against the Red Foxes will need
to make a trip to West Virginia to square
off against Marshall University, who
are the NCAA Tournament defending
champions, on Sunday, Nov. 21.
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Who Will Win 2021/22 NBA MVP?

Providence College Investigates

Ja Morant
Ja Morant has begun this season
with the Memphis Grizzlies scorching
hot. Morant appears poised to lead the
Grizzlies on a playoff run, thanks to the
considerable improvements that have
been evident in all aspects of his game.
The three-point shot, once a hole in
Morant’s game, has developed into an
asset. He now makes almost two threepointers per game on five attempts,
shooting around 35 percent. Morant is
even more dangerous off the bounce
because defenders must respect his
jumper. One crucial characteristic of
an MVP is their ability to improve the
play of their teammates, an area in
which Morant excels. He consistently
blows by his primary defender and
forces the defense to collapse on him in
the paint, and his vision allows him to
kick the ball out to wide-open shooters
at the three-point line. Morant is top
ten in assists in the league, something
that has been invaluable for a Grizzlies
squad with many capable shooters
who are comfortable spotting up and
awaiting a dime from Morant.
Morant is also fearless when
attacking the rim, willing to climb the
ladder against rim protectors even
when he’s often almost an entire foot
shorter. This willingness to slash to the
basket leads to countless momentumswinging dunks that often end up as
highlights on SportsCenter’s Top Ten
Plays. His scoring has also seen an
impressive jump from 19 points per
game last year to almost 27 this year,

Stephen Curry

which is good for fifth in the league.
What’s more is that he has been able
to boost his scoring volume rather
efficiently, shooting just a shade under
49 percent from the field, which is
extremely impressive for a lead guard
tasked with being his team’s primary
shot creator.
Morant is also one of the best
rebounding guards in the league,
bringing down six per game. A point
guard’s ability to grab rebounds is an
asset for a team, allowing them to push
the ball up the court quickly before the
defense gets set without needing an
outlet pass from a center to a guard.
MVPs are not only difference-makers
on offense, but impactful defenders. At
point guard, he guards the opponent’s
elite playmakers. His elite lateral
quickness allows him to stay in front of
even the shiftiest guards. He also has
a knack for timing steals perfectly, in
the league’s top 15 in steals per game
at just under two. Morant will likely be
the best player on the court each game
this year, but even in games when he’s
not, he will be the most valuable to his
team, which is why Morant will take
home the 2021-2022 MVP award.
-Will Murphy ‘23
Sports Staff

Right now, there is no better basketball
player in the world than Stephen Curry.
The Warriors star has led his team to a
league-best 11-2 record without fellow
Splash Brother Klay Thompson and the
team’s raw but talented center James
Wiseman. No signs suggest that Curry
will slow down this season and he
has established himself as the rightful
favorite to win the NBA’s 2021-2022
MVP award.
Curry is second in the league in
points-per-game average at 28.1, trailing
only Kevin Durant, who is providing 6.7
assists, 6.2 rebounds, and 5.2 made 3’s
a contest. These statistics are on pace to
surpass his 2014-2015 MVP campaign
numbers and are similar to his 20152016 statistics, a season in which he led
the Warriors to a record-breaking 73-9
regular season record while recording
30.1 points, 6.7 assists, and 5.4 rebounds a
game. Despite posting similar individual
numbers last season, Curry finished
third in MVP voting behind winner
Nikola Jokic and runner-up Joel Embiid.
The main factor preventing Curry from
winning his third MVP this past season
was the Warriors 39-33 record and failure
to make the playoffs. Judging from the
first month of the season, this year is a
different story for Golden State.
The Warriors have a legitimate
chance to grab for the one-seed in the
competitive Western Conference, an
achievement that would undoubtedly
reward Curry with this third MVP
trophy. What would make this feat even

more remarkable is the fact that without
Curry, the Warriors would probably be
a sub-50 team. There is no single player
who contributes more to his team’s
success.
What further helps Curry’s case is
that he has already broken NBA records
this season. At only 33 years old, he has
broken Ray Allen’s record for most threepointers made in the history of the NBA.
Do not be surprised if Curry continues to
set and break records this season, adding
to his resume and making him the clear
choice for NBA MVP. Furthermore,
Curry is the type of player who people
enjoy watching and adds to the game
of basketball. His shooting and general
offensive skill is objectively fun to watch,
and Curry is one of the most likable
athletes in the world. This will only
help his case for winning the prestigious
award.
Curry’s play this season has been
literally the most valuable out of
any player in the league. Continued
production out of the Warriors’ point
guard will seal his position as the
award’s frontrunner, and he will walk
away from the 2021-2022 season with his
third, and likely not final, MVP trophy.
-Leo Hainline ’22
Sports Co-Editor

Friar Divers Scuba Club Gains Open Water Certification
by Stephen Foster ’22
Sports Staff
PC CLUB SPORTS
This past week, Friar Divers Scuba Club had their
first open water scuba certification of the year, finally
returning from their two-year hiatus caused by
COVID-19. Eight members of the club endured the
open water of Bigelow Hollow Pond in Union, CT
for two half-day sessions. Each participant had to be
in the water for approximately two hours, with about
30 minutes dedicated to being under water.
Alex Lanna ’22 described the thrilling challenge in
detail, saying, “The visibility was so low, it was insane.
It was quite the ‘mind over matter’ experience. The
mud from the bottom kicked up and you couldn’t see
anything. It just made it even cooler to do. When we
got there, it was 27 degrees with ice on the pavement.
We had to put on our wetsuits, hoods, and gloves to
make it better. Then two days there and we are all
certified!”
Friar Divers is a Providence College club sport
offering open water scuba certifications each
semester, with the next course starting in March. The
club was founded in 2013 by Danny Hentz ’17 and
has certified over 100 students, with many going on
to become Advanced and Rescue Divers. Instruction
and dive gear is provided by Enfield Scuba and
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Founded in 2017, the club has certified over 100 students.
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The Friars Divers Scuba Club was eager to get their certifications after COVID-19 postponed their ability to obtain their
licenses. Divers traveled to Bigelow Hollow Pond in Union, CT for their underwater tests.

Watersports, a dive shop in Connecticut. Membership
is open to any student interested in oceans, marine
life, and scuba. Although the club offers on-campus
PADI Certification each semester, you do not have to
be a certified diver to be a member.
In addition to the certification trip, Friar Divers
hosts other club adventures throughout the year,
including local dives at Jamestown and Beach Pond,
Underwater Pumpkin Carving, aquarium trips, and
beach clean-ups. However, the token adventure
offered by the club is their annual scuba trip. Friar
Divers Scuba Club has traveled to Grand Cayman,
Roatan, and Key Largo in the past. This year, they are
planning a scuba trip to Cozumel in June.
Friar Divers advocates for more than just diving,
as the club also promotes ocean and environmental
conservation. Two upcoming activities include
“Wands for Wildlife,” a mascara recycling event, and
fundraising to support Save the Sharks and the Sea
Turtle Conservancy. Equipment is provided for all
events, and club members receive discounts on dive
gear.
Many PC students get involved in Friar Divers

Scuba Club for the exciting trips, the strong sense of
community, and the reduced price of certification.
Normally scuba certification costs more than $1000,
but club members get certified at a discounted rate,
only having to pay around $700.
Alex Lanna ’22 highlighted the perks of being
certified, explaining, “You can use the certification
anywhere in the world to scuba dive for the rest of
your life, which is really cool. Anywhere you can
dive to sixty feet, anywhere in the world, you just
have to show your certification card and that is it.”
It is necessary to be certified in order to scuba
dive, and the College offers this unique opportunity
to do so. Lanna mentioned that her interest in scuba
diving was sparked by a trip to Turks and Caicos
Islands. She enjoyed snorkeling with exotic fish so
much that it made her want to swim deeper and stay
underwater for longer. If you have ever wanted to
explore deeper into open water at exotic locations
around the world, check out Friar Divers Scuba Club.
Interested students can reach out to Alex Lanna at
alanna@friars.providence.edu for more information
on how to get involved.
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A Look
Around
Friartown
Men’s Soccer:
11/11 vs. Butler University, win 2-0
11/14 at #7 Georgetown University, lose 1-2 (OT)

Upcoming:
11/18 vs. Marist College

Men’s Basketball:
11/11 vs. Sacred Heart University, win 92-64
11/15 at University of Wisconsin, win 63-58

Upcoming:
11/18 vs. University of New Hampshire
11/22 vs. Northwestern University

Women’s Basketball:
11/13 at University of Maine, win 66-61 (OT)
11/17 vs. University of Rhode Island, lose 66-53

Upcoming:

SPORTS
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Women’s Soccer Makes History
by Luke Sweeney ’24
Sports Staff
COLLEGE SOCCER
Saturday marked the tumultuous end to an
excellent season for the Providence College
Women’s Soccer team. The summer and fall came
with many ups and downs, including big wins
against multiple big-time programs.
Although their postseason was cut short, the
women’s soccer team received a bid to be selected
to the NCAA Tournament for the first time in
28 years. This season was monumental for the
team, and the chemistry among the girls was
noticeable to opposing coaching staff and Friar
fans everywhere.
Being matched up against the NCAA champion
Hofstra Pride was not an easy task for the Friars,
even after gaining momentum in the later parts
of the regular season. The girls were able to pull
out two huge wins against DePaul University
and Seton Hall University in the last two regular
season games of the year. After a very close loss to
St. John’s University in the first round of the Big
East Tournament, the PC Women’s Soccer team
was awarded a chance to compete for a national
championship in the NCAA tournament.
Members of the Friars women’s soccer team
credit the team’s success this year to good team
chemistry, an excellent coaching staff, and total
dedication from every member of the team. It is
rare that the Friars find themselves facing a team
with more talent than them, so it was important
this year for every member to know that hard
work and perfect team-play would win them the
games they needed. When asked prior to their
game against Hofstra, midfielder Alexis Rothman
’23 gave her thoughts: “Every game is a hard
game, and every team is going to be really hard
but we just have to stick to what we are used to.
Stick to what we do as a team and that’s all that
we can control.”
Gillian Kenney ’25 had the first scoring chance
of the game but sent the shot wide. Goaltender
Emma Bodmer ’24 had her first save of the game
in the 21st minute, but it was soon spoiled when
Hofstra’s Georgia Brown scored at 27’. Less than
10 minutes later, the Pride hit the back of the net
again to make it a 2-0 game. The Friars pressed on

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW ENGLAND SOCCER

Coach Sam Lopes has led the PC Women’s Soccer team to
their first NCAA Tournament appearance in 28 years.

into the second half before there was a weather
delay due to lightning in the area. At 57’, Hofstra
scored once again, making it 3-0 as the final score
on Saturday, Nov. 13.
Starter Meg Hughes ’24 had three shots during
the game, two of them on goal. Hughes had a
terrific second season with the women’s soccer
team, remaining one of the Friars’ top threats.
When asked about her thoughts on the season,
she gave us a positive answer and outlook on
next year: “I was happy with the outcome of the
season. Really happy to get our first tournament
appearance in 28 years. I’m still a little
disappointed with the loss, but overall, really
pleased with how the season turned out. For next
year, some goals would be to make it back to the
NCAA tournament and to make it further into the
Big East tournament.”
The bond between the girls on the team was
crucial to their success and gave them their first
postseason opportunity in a long time.

11/20 vs. Boston College
11/23 vs. University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Men’s Ice Hockey:
11/12 vs. American Int’l University, win 2-1 (OT)
11/13 vs. University of Connecticut, win 6-4

Upcoming:
11/19 at University of Vermont
11/20 at University of Vermont

Women’s Ice Hockey:
11/12 vs. Boston College, win 2-1
11/13 at Boston College, lose 1-2 (OT)

Upcoming:
11/19 at University of Connecticut
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Amber Birchwell ’22GS (above) has been one of the Friars’ key players throughout her time playing under Coach Sam Lopes.
She started all 20 games for the PC Women’s Soccer this season.

